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beg of you 10 be ſparing of your Com: 


mendations, leſt 1 ſhould be puff d up 


with them. 


In my Moderator, ſome Expreſ- 


ſrons dropt from my Pen about the 


Miracles of our Saviour, which, for 
want of Illuſtration t hen, gave your 
Lordſhip ſome-Offence, and brought 
upon me more Trouble: But, havin 

now fully and clearly explain d my {elf 
out of the Fathers, I hope youll be 
reconciled to me; and as you are a 


Lover of Truth, will, againſt Intereſt 


a 


and Prejudice, yield tothe Force of it. 


Whether your, Proſecution of me, 


for the Moderator 5 Was Juſt and rea- 


fonable, Ill not diſpute. here, having 


already expoſiulated that Matter watl 


you in ſeveral Letters, to which you 


would not .condeſcend to give me any 


Anſwer. For what Reaſon. you was 


ſent, 250 beſt Aenomn to your ſelf 


: But, 


I 


DE DI ATION: "OP 


But, am my 0wn Vindication, I h, e, 
J may publiſþ without Offence, that 
your taking me for an Infidel, was 
ſuch a Miſtake, that I thought no 
Scholar could have made; and the 
Injury done to my Reputation and low 
Fortunes, by the Pro ſecuti on, ſo con 
ſiderable, that the leaſt J expected 
from your Lordſhip was a: courteous 
Excuſe, if not an ample Compenſation, 
for . Np. 4 43379 Jae | 

As tothe Expediency of proſecuting 
Infidels for their Writings (in whoſe 
Cauſe I am the fartheſt of any Man 
from being engaged) I will here ſay 
nothing. Ihe Argument, pro and 
con, has already, by one or other, 
been copuonfly handled... And I don't 
know but 1 might be, with your Lord- | 
ſhip, on the per ſecuting fide of the 
Que ſtion But that it looks as if 4 
Man was diſtruſtful of the Truth of 
Cbriſtianity, and conſcious of bis own 
Tnability to defend it ; or he would + 
leave that good Caule to God himſelf; 


and 


* 


foot : But after your LEP "ey 
publiſb d a ſtrenuous Defence of Chr 

| Controverſy, I'll have uo 
picions of %u. 


vi Dedication. 


and the Sword of the Spirit, without 


calling upon the Civil Magiſtrate fot 
bis: Aid and Aſſiſtance 


bar ſcurvy Writer of the Scheme 
of literal Prophecy, c. which your 


* 


Lordſhip muſt have heard of, would 


in ſinuate, that they are only atheiftical 
Prieſts, who, for fear of their Inter - 
eſts in the Church, ſet Per ſecutions on 


tie 
anity to the Purpoſe of our Af 
Juch Suſ- - 


Tour Lordſhip's perſecuting (or, 
F you will, proſecuting) Humour, is 
reputedly all pure Zeal for God's 
Glory : and, with all my Heart, let 


it be ſo accounted, whether it be ac- 
cording to Knowledge or not. Againſt 


Popery and Infidelity you are all Ar- 
dency i Who does not commend you? 
Who can queſtion the Smcerity of the 
{ Leal 


D EDI CATION. Vil 


Teal of a Proteſtant Biſhop, and of 
| g Proteſtant Clergy, when they per- 
ſecute the Enemies of their Church, 
3 That con ſiders their own Steadineſs to 
Principles againſt Intereſt, under all 


Cbanges, ſince the Reformation; and 
their Abhorrence of Extortion- pon | 
the People, 105 f or the Dunes of their — 9 
Function, in and about this City. 
Such Honeſty and Conftancy in their 
Profeſſion, is @ Proof of the Integrity | 
of ther Hearts, or 1 know not where ; 
to find one. | — 


But that your Lordſhip's Zeal for 
Rel gion 25 very remarkable and c- 
ceſsful, I could prove by many In- 
ſtances ; one is, that of your routing 
a turbulent Sed of Peripateticks out 
of St. Paul's, Cathedral, and f you 

7 = 3 clear Chriſt sChurch 
oj Infidels, what a glorious Buſbop 
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And what Pity is it, that Infidels 


likewiſe are not to be quell'd with your 


Threats and Terrors] which (without 
the M eapons of ſharp Reaſonings, and 
tbumping Arguments, that others are 
for the Uſe of) would tranſmit your 
Fame to Poſterity, for a notable Cham- 
pion for Chriſtianity, as certainly as, 


that hour judicious Proſecution of the 


SLE %US . 
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Moderator for Infidelity is bere re- 
ra 


My LORD, 
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A 


DISCOURSE | 


ON THE 


MIRACLES 


0 b OUR 


SAVIOUR, Kc, 


Ps ever there was an uſeful 
ba Controverſy ftarted, or 
EI revived in this Age of the 
Sl Church, it is this about 
NODES 2 | theMeſſ abſhip of the holy 
— I Jeſus, which the Diſcourſe 
Wes a the Grounds, &c. has 
of late rais d 1 lieve this Controverſy 
will end in the, 10 0 Demonſtration 2 | 

eſus's Meſſiahſbip from Prophecy, whic 
/ the Sign 6 prove. him to 1 be the 
B eh, 
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the Fews, and promiſed under the Old 
Teſtament. And tho this way of Proof 
from Prophecy ſeems to labour under many 
Difficulties at preſent, and tho ſome Wri- 
ters againſt the Grounds, being diſtreſſed 
with thoſe Difficulties, are for ſeeking Re- 
fuge in the. Miracles of our Saviour; yet 


we muſt perſiſt init, till what I have no 


doubt of, his Meſſiahſbip ſhall be clearly 
—_— ot by: 7 © 

And the way in Prophecy that I would 
take for the Proof of Feſus's Meſſiabſhip, 
ſhould be by an allegorical Interpretation, 
and Application of the Law and the Pro- 

hets to him; the very fame way, that all 
the Fathers of the Church have gone in ; 
and the very ſame way, in which all the 
antient Fews ſay their Mefſrah was to ful- 
fil the Law and the Prophets: But this 
way does not pleaſe our eccleſiaſtical Wr7- 
ters in this Controverſy, neither will they 
at preſent give any ear to it. 
The Way in Prophecy that they are for 
taking, is by a literal Interpretation and 
Application of ſome Prophecies of the Old 
Teſtament to our Jeſus, but they are hi- 


therto unſucceſsful in this Way, The Au- 


thors of the Grounds and of the Scheme, 


grievouſly perplex them with their Ob: 


jections againſt this way of Proof, fo far as, 
I being 


— — 2989 & 


Po (3) 
being ſenſible, I ſay, of almoſt inſuperable 
Difficulties in it, they are flying apace to 
the Miracles of our Saviour, as to their 


ſole and grand Refuge. 


But to ſhow that there's no Sanctuary 
for them in the Miracles of our Saviour, [ 
write this Diſcourſe: And this I do, not 


for the Service of Infidelity, which has no 


Place in my Heart, but for the Honour of 
the Holy Jeſus, and to reduce the Clergy 
to the good old way of interpreting Pro- 
phecies, which the Church has unhappily 


apoſtatis'd from, and which, upon the Tef- 


timony of the Fathers, will, one Day, be 
the Converſion of Fews and Gentzles. 
For this Opinion, that there is no Sanc- 
tuary in the Miracles of our Saviour, I 
chanc'd to ſay in the Moderator, (1) That 


3 PFeſuss Miracles, as they are now-a-days 
* rwnderſinod, make nothing fbr his Authority 


and Meſiahſhip. And again, (2) That I 
believe, upon good Authority, ſome of rhe 
Miracles of Feſus, as recorded © by the 
Evangeliſls, were never wrought, but are 
only related as prophetical and parabo- 
lical Narratives of what will be myſteri- 
ouſly and more wonderfully done by him 
Which Expreſſions gave Offence to ſome 


of our Clergy, and brought upon me their 


(1) Page 44. . ra 935 + {4k 
N. 99 B 2 Indig- 


—ͤ—— gp ng res 


(4) 


Indignation and Diſpleaſure. I ſee no Rea- 
ſon to depart from the ſaid Expreſſions, or 
ſo. much as to palliate and ſoften them, 
much leſs to retract them; but in Mainte- 
nance of my Opinion, to the Honour of 
our Meſſiah, and the Defence of Chriſtia- 
nity, I write this Treatiſe on 7eſus's Mira- 
cles, and take this Method following. 


I. Iwill ſhow, that the Miracles of heal- 
ing all manner of bodily Diſeaſes, which 
Jeſus was juſtly famed for, are none of 
the proper Miracles of the Meſſiah, neither 
are they ſo much, as a good Proof of his 
Divine Authority to found a Religion. 


II. That the literal Hiſtory of many of 
the Miracles of Feſus, as recorded by the 
Evangeliſts, does imply Abſurdities, Im- 
prababilities, and Incredibilities, conſe- 
quently they, either in whole or in part, 
were never, wrought, as they are com- 
monly believed. now-a-days, but are only 
related as prophetical and parabolical Nar- 
ratives of what would be myſteriouſly 
and more wonderfully done by him. 


III. I ſhall conſider what Jeſus means, 
when he anpeals to his Miracles as to a 
Teſtimony and Witneſs of his Divine Au- 
thority, and ſhow, that he could not pro- 

n 1 perly 


(5) 
perly and ultimately refer to thoſe he 
then wrought in the Fleſb, but to thoſe 
myſtical ones, which he would do in the 
Spirit; of which thoſe: wrought in the 
Fleſh are but mere Types and Shadows. 


In treating on theſe Heads, I ſhall not 
confine my ſelf only to Reaſon, but alſo 
to the expreſs Authority of the Fathers, 
thoſe holy, venerable, and learned Preach- 
ers of the Goſpel in the ſirſt Ages of the 
Church; who took our Religion from the 
Hands of the Apoſtles, and of apoſtolical 
Men; who dy'd, foine of them, and ſufferd 
for the Doctrine they taught; who pro- 
feſſedly and confeſſedly were endu'd with 
divine and extraordinary Gifts of the Spi- 
rit; who conſequently can't be ſuppoſed 
to be Corrupters of Chriſtianity, or Teach- 
ers of falſe Notions about the Miracles of 
our Saviour, or ſo much as miſtaken about 
the apoſtohcal and evangelical Senſe and 
Nature of them. I know not how it comes 
to paſs, but I am a profound Admirer, and 
an almoſt implicit Believer of the Au- 
thority of the Fathers, whom 1 look upon 
as vaſt Philoſophers, very great Scholars, 
and moſt orthodox Divines. Whatever 
they concurrently aſſert, I firmly believe. 
And tho they are, for the moſt part, myſ- 
terious Writers out of the Reach of the 

A T7 17 Capacities 


n 


| 
| 
| 


ay. 


(6) 


Capacities of many, who flight them; yet 
I; who have had the Honour. and Happi- 
nels of much of their. Acquaintance, fancy 
my felf well appriſed of their Meanings. 


If at any time I read a Paſſage in them, 


which 1 don't preſently apprehend, I ſa- 
lute it with Veneration for all that, till 
my Underſtanding is open'd to receive the 
Senſe of it. If I meet with but a ſingle 
Opinion in any one of them, I pay my 
Reſpects to it; but where there is an Har- 
mony and Agreement of Opinion amongſt 
them, it is with me, and ought to be with 
all Chriſtiaus, of ſuch Weight, as to bear 
down all Prejudice, Oppoſition, and Con- 
tradiction before it; or the Authority of 
no Man, whether antient or modern, is to 
have any Regard paid to it; and of what 


Ill Conſequence to Religion ſuch an utter 


Rejection of Authority will be, I need not 


This I thought fit to premiſe, concern- 
ing the Authority of the Fathers, to abate 
of the Prejudice beforehand, which ſome 
may conceive againſt the following Dif- 


courſe about the Miracles of Feſtus. I don't 


queſtion, but ſome may be ſtartled at the 
foregoing heads, as if, what is the fartheſt 
of any thing from my Heart, the Service 
of Infidelity was in Vicw.; but craving the 
Temper and Patience of ſuch Readers for 

i a while, 


1 


a while, and they ſhall find, that its no 
other than juſt Reaſoning, clear Truth, 
and primitive Doctrine about Jeſus's Mi- 
racles, that I advance: Or if it ſhould fo 
happen, that none beſides. my ſelf ſhould 
diſcern the Reaſoning and Truth of the Ar- 
gument; yet I hope it will not be thought 
a. Crime to revive primitive ——_— 
which none will be able to deny it to b 
whither they like it or not. If Terr, — 
upon Choice with the Fathers, of whoſe 
Faith I am. And if any are offended at 
what follows about the Miracles of Chriſt, 
let them turn their Diſpleaſure and Indig- 
nation againſt the Fathers, for whoſe ex- 
preſs or implicit Opinions 1 can be deſerv- 
ing of no Blame. 85 't 
I am ſorry! for the Occiiici, of ſuch 2 
Preface againſt Offence, which the Apo- 
tacy of the Age, and its n 
with the Fathers, has made neceſſary. So 
I enter upon the particular — * the 
Heads foregoing: Au . za i 
I. I will ſhow that the Miracles of heal- 
ing all manner of bodily Difeaſes, which 
Feſus was juſtly famed for,” are none of the 
proper Miracles of the Meſſiah, nor are 
they ſo much as a good Proof of Feſus's 
divine Authority to found and introduce A 
HERES | into the World. 1 
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And to do this, let us conſider, firſt, in 


1 general, what was the Opinion of the Fa% 


[| thers, about the Writingsof the Evangeliſts, 
| in which the Life of Chriſt is recorded. 
Eucherius fays, (3) That the Scriptures 
of the new as well as Old Teſtament, are 
to be interpreted in an allegorical Senſe. 
And this his Opinion, 1s no other than the 
commop one of the firſt Ages of the Church, 
as might be proved by many the like Ex- 
preſſions of other Fathers. As in ſuch Ex. 
preſſions, they do not except the Writings 
of the Evangelifts; ſo they muſt include 
the Hiſtory of Chriſt's Miracles, which as 
well as other Parts of the Hiſtory of his 
Life, is to be allegoriz d for the ſake of 
its true Meaning; conſequently the lite- 
ral Story of Chriſt's Miracles proves no- 
TJ. 
But let's hear particularly their Opinion 
of the Actions and Miracles of our Saviour. 
Origen ſays, that (4) Whatfoever Jeſus 
did in the Fleſh, was but typical and 
ſymbolical of what he would do in the 


(3) Vniverſam porro Sacram Scripturam tam Novi 
quam Veteris Teſtamenti ad allegoricum ſenſum eſſe 
ſumendam, admonet nos vel illud, Aperiam os meum in 
Parabolis, In Prafat. ad Form. Spirit. Intell, i * 


(a) Si quidem Symbola quzdam erant quæ tunc 
gerebantur eorum, quæ Jeſu virtute ſemper perficiuntur. 
In Mat. . XV. : 16 b ST £ ; ? 4 
| Spirit; 


N 
3 
9 


(9) Sy 
Spirit; and to our Purpoſe,” (5) that the 
ſeveral bodily Diſeaſes which he healed, 
were no other than Figures of the ſpiri- 
tual Infirmities of the Soul, that are to 
be cured by him. St. Hilary 1s of the fame 
Mind with Origen, as any one may fee by 
the (6) Expreſſions referr'd to, and his 
Commentary on St. Matthew. St. Au- 
guſtin, ()) and St. John (8) of Feruſalem, 
both ſay, that the Works of Jeſus import 


farther Myſteries; and with them, the reſt 


of the Fathers agree, making the Miracles 
that Feſus did then, no more than the 
Shadow of ſome more powerful and myſti- 
cal Operations to be done by him, as I 
could ſhow by more Citations out of them, 
if it was needful. But from the foregoing 


Citations out of the Fathers it is plain, in 


their Opinion, that our modern Dzvines 
are in the wrong of it, to lay muck Streſs 
on any of the Operations of Feſus,. which 


| (5) Omnis languor & omnis Infirmitas quam ſanavit 
ſalvator tune in Populo referuntur ad Infirmitates ſpiri- 
tuales Animarum, Cc. In Mat. C. xvii. 2 
(5) Chriſti Geſta aliud portendunt. In Mat. C. xii. 
Evangelicis geſtis et interior Senſus, C. xiv, Hzc licet 
in præſens geſta ſunt, quid tamen in futurum fignifcent 
contuendum eſt, C. x. Peragunt formam futuri geſta præ- 
e,, ama ; 
(7) Quz a Jeſu facta ſunt, alicujus ſignificantia erant, 
erm. 77. | 1 „ 
(8) Omne quod fecit Jeſus, Sacramenta ſunk. Homil. 
31. in Mare. 9. : + - 3 by 2 
- >*.4 e eee 
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Cao) 
he did in the Fleſh, for the Proof of his 


divine Authority and Mefrabſhip, which 


1s only to be proved by his more myſteri- 
ous Works, of which thoſe done in the 
Fleſh are but Type and Figure. 
But to come cloſer to the Purpoſe, let's 
fee how indifferently, I had almoſt ſaid 
contemptibly, the Fathers ſpeak of the Mi- 
racles of Feſus, and particularly of his 
Power of healing all bodily Diſeaſes, which 
by modern Writers is ſo much magnified 
and extoll'd. St. Irenæus ſays, (9) that if 
we con fider only the then temporal Uſe of 
Jeſus's Power of Healing, he did nothing 


grand and wonderful; conſequently, 1re- 


neuscould not hold, that Zeſus's Miracles 
then wrought, were a ſufficient Proof of 
his divine Authority, much leſs of his Meſ- 
Lune. Origen ſays (10) that tho many 
were brought to believe in Jeſus upon the 
Fame of the Miracles which he did once 
among the Jews, yet (what implies the In- 
ſufficiency of them for the Converſion of 
Men) he intimates that. his greater and 
myſtical Works do prove his Authority. 


St. John of Feruſalem ſays, (11) that Je- 


(9). Si enim temporalis erat ab eo Utilitas, nihil grande 
præſtitit iis, qui ab eo carati ſunt, L. V. C. 12. S. 6. 
(10) Contra Celſum, TL. 11. | | 
(11) Ctecum curavit, magnum quidem eſt, quod fecit, 
ſed nifi quotidie fiat, quod olim factum, nobis quidem 
magnum eſſe ceſſavit. Homil, 30. in Marc. 9. F + 
fs s 


CW 

ſuss Cures 27 upon the Blind, & · 
* were indeed conſiderable and great, but 
3 mnleſs he do daily as mighty Works in his 
? Church, we ought to forbear our Admira- 
tion of him. St. Auguſtin not only ſays 
(12) that if we examine into Jeſus's Mi- 
racles by human Reaſon, we ſhall find be 
did nothing great, conſidering his Al- 
mighty Power, and conſidering his Good- 
neſs, what he did was but little; but he 
tells us alſo, that (13) ſuch Works as Je- 
ſus did, might be imputed to, and effected 
by Magic Art. And accordingly ' Moſes 
and our Saviour himſelf confeſs; that falſe 
Prophets, and falſe Chri/s, will do Mi- 
racles ; and Anti-Chriſt himſelf, according 
to St. Paul, will do them to the Decep- 
tion of Mankind. Nay, the Fathers (13) 
= fay, what J believe, that Anri-Chrift will 
imitate and equal Jeſus in all his Miracles 
which he wrought of old. How then can 
we diſtinguiſh the true Prophet from the 
falſe, the true Chriſt from the Anti- hriſt 
by Miracles? Our Divine, will find it 


(12) Si humano captu & ingenio conſideremus fen 
facientem, & quod ad poteſtatem non magnum a _ 
fecit, & quod ad benignitatem, paryum fecit. Jn Johan. 
. Cap. v. Tyact. 17. a 8 ert 7 
(13) Etſi atteſtabantur Miracula, non defuiſſent (ſicut 
& nunc muſſitant) qui magicz potentiæ cuncta illa tri- 
buerent. Cont. Fauff, T. RL G 8 
(14) Vid, Sanctum Auguſtinum de Anti · chriſo. 
G3 hard 


- . 


8 . 
hard to do it, if what the Fathers ſay of 
Anti- chriſt be found true. Moreover Hiſ- 
tory affords us Inſtances of Men, ſuch as 
of Apollonius Tyaneus, Veſpaſian, and of 
the Iriſh Stroaker, Greatrex, who have 

miraculouſly cured Diſeaſes to the Admi- 
ration of Mankind, as well as our Feſus : 
But if any of them, or any other greater 

Worker of Miracles than they were, ſhould 

withal aſſume to himſelf the Title of a Pro- 

phet, and Author of a new Religion, I 

humbly conceive, we ought not to give 

nam; Ky 
Neither js there the leaſt Reaſon that 

-we ſhould; for the Power of doing Mira- 

cles is no certain, nor rational Seal of the 

Commiſſion and Authority of a divine Law- 

giver. St. Paul ſays (15) there is a Di- 

verſity of the Gifts of the Spirit, for to 

one is giuen by the Spirit, the Word of 

Wiſdom ;" to another the Word of Know- | 

ledge; to another the Gift of Healing; 

to another the working of Miracles; ro 
another Prophecy; to another diſcerning ©: 

of Spirits; to another divers Kinds f 

Tongues ;, to another the Interpretation of | 

Tongues, Theſe Gifts may be given a- 

part and ſeparately. One of them may be 

tonferr'd'on this Man, and another of them 


ODER Bb, ont mobo; [i fer. | 
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inconc luſive, and falſe Reaſoning: And yet 
this is the Reaſoning of our modern W. 

ters who would prove Jeſus's Authority, 
to found a Religion, from his Miracles. I 
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on his Neighbour. There is no Neceſſity 
that any two or more of theſe Gifts ſhould 
meet in one Man. To argue then, that a 
Man, who has one of theſe Gifts, muſt have 


the other; that is, that he muſt needs have 


the Gift of Wiſdom, or of Prophecy, or 
of diſcerning of Spirits, or of divers Kinds 
of Tongues, becauſe he has the Gift of 
Healing and of working Miracles, is very 


don't queſtion but Feſus had all the fore- 
ſaid Gifts and Powers of the Spirit in a 


moſt ſuperlative Degree; but then it is 


unreaſonably inferr'd, for all that, that a 
Man, becauſe he of Certainty has ſome of 


them, muſt of conſequence have the other. 
St. Auguſtin (16) cautions us againſt being 


deceived into a good Opinion of a Man's 


Wiſdom, becauſe of his Power to do Mi- 


racles. And I think accordingly, that we 
may as well ſay, that the ſtrongeſt Man is 


the wiſeſt; or that a good Phylician muſt 
needs be a good Caſuiſt; or that the beſt 


0 16) Atque illud ad Rem mazime partineat, ne de- 


cipiamur tendentes ad Contemplationem Veritatis 


Arbitrantes ibi eſſe inviſibilem ſapientiam, ubi Mira - 
culum viſibile yiderimus, In Sm. Dom, in monte, Lib. 


e 


| (QF - 
MY | Mathematician is the ableſt Stateſinan, as 
_ that Feſus, becauſe he was a Worker of 
Þ Miracles, {ſuch as his are, and a Healer of 
0 all manner of Diſeaſes, ought to be recei- 
1 ved as the Guide of our Conſciences, the * 
1 Director of our Underſtanding, the Ruler 
i" of our Hearts, and the Author of a Reli- 
1 gion. | 
18 What then will the Writers againſt 
5 the Grounds do to prove Feſuss Autho- 
|'i rity and Meſſiapſbip from his Miracles? 
lh Or how by his Miracles will they be abe 
1_ to diſtinguiſh him from an Impoſtor, a falſe * 
| Prophet, and the Anti-Chrift £ Why, they 
will fay perhaps, 
1. That beſides Greatneſs of Power, there 
was nothing but Goodneſs, Kindneſs, and 
Love to Mankind ſhewn in Fzſns's Mira- 
cles. As to the Miracles of falſe Prophets 
and Impoſtors, if they be, many of them, 
of a kind and benevolent Aſpect, yet the 
Devil's Foot, if we look well to it, will 
diſcover it ſelf in ſome ludicrous and miſ- 
chievous Pranks : But Feſuss Miracles were 
all of a beneficent Nature; he went about 
doing good, healing all manner of Diſeaſes 
among the People, and did no Wrong to 
any one; which is a good Argument, ey 
W ſay, of his divine Authority, or God would 
| not have ſafferd, nor the Devil have 
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” On this Head our Divines are copious and 
rhetorical, and many notable and florid 


Harrangues have they made on it, But 

In anſwer to them, they don't ſeem to 
have their Memories at hand, when they 
declaim at this rate. The Fathers, upon 
whoſe Authority I write, will tell ſuch 
Orators, that Feſus, if his Miracles are to 
be underſtood in the literal Senſe, did not 
only as fooliſh Things as any Impoſtor 


could do, but very injurious ones to Man- 


kind. I ſhall not here inſtance in the 
ſeemingly fooliſh and injurious Things 
which Jeſus did for Miracles, intendin 
under the next Head to ſpeak to ſome 2 
them: But they are ſuch, if literally true, 
as our Divines do believe, as are enough 
to turn our Stomachs againſt ſuch a Pro- 
phet; and enough to make us take him for 
2 Conjuror, a Sorcerer, and a Wizard, ra- 
ther than the Meſſiah and Prophet of the 
moſt High God, But 5 
2. To prove the Mefſialybip of the holy 
Jeſus from his Miracles, our Divines urge 
the Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, ſuch 
as that of Iſaiah, C. xxxv. V.5, 6. Then 
the Eyes of the Blind ſball be open d, and 
the Ears of the Deaf ſhall be unſtop'd; 


then ſhall the lame Man leap as the Hart, 


and the Tongue of the Dumb ſing; and BY 


that theſe Prophecies were accurately ful- 


fill'd 
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„ 
fill'd by our Feſws in the ſeveral ſpecifical 
Cures of Blindneſs, Deafneſs, Lameneſs, 
and Dumbneſs, which he often perform'd 
upon one or other; and inaſmuch as our 


Saviour ſeems to appeal to ſuch Prophecies, 


do conclude this his Accompliſhment of 
them, to be no leſs than a Demonſtration 
that he was the true Me//tah, that great 
Prophet, who was to come uito the World, 


To which I anſwer, 


Firſt, That the Accompliſhment of Pro- 


phecies that can neither be giving forth by 
human Foreſight, nor fulfill'd in a Coun- 
terfeit, are good Proofs of Feſns's Meſſiah- 
ſbip : But then. what ſhall we ſay if others 
eſides Feſus ſhould do the like Cures and 
Miracles? It is ſaid of Anti-chrift, and I 
believe it, that he will not only do all the 
Miracles that Feſus did, but wilt appeal 
to the like Prophecies too. How then we 
are to diſtinguiſh the true Chriſt from the 
falſe Chriſt by Miracles and Prophecies in 
this Caſe, 1s the Queſtion, which I leave 
with our Divines to conſider of an An- 
ſwer to, againſt the Time that it is proved 
that Anti-chriſt does all thoſe Miracles 
which Jeſus in the Fleſh wrought. But 
Secondly, The foreſaid Prophecies, and 
others mentioned in Iſaiah, neither were, 


nor could be Prophecies of the miraculous ! 


Cures of bodily Diſeaſes which Jeſus then 
did 


Un ow As k iu. 
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did. And this may be made appear, not 
only from the Context of thoſe Prophe- 
cies which received then no Accompliſh- 
ment from JFeſus, who ought to have ful: 
ſill'd one Part of the Prophecy as well as 
the other, or is not to be taken for the 
Fulfiller of either, but from the Opinion 
of both Jews and Fathers, who adjourn 
the Accompliſhment of thoſe Prophecies to 
= Chriſt's {pirttual Advent. Butt 
Z Thirdly, The Prophet Iſaiab, in the 
Place above cited, ſpeaks not of bodily 
Blindneſs, &. which the Mefffab is to 
heal, but of the ſpiritual Diſtempers of the 
Soul, metaphorically ſo called; as may be 


ceuaſily proved, not only from the Prophe- 


* 


37 


7. 


cies themſelves, but from the old Jeu, 
2 who were allegorical Interpreters of thoſe 
Diſtempers, and from the antient Fathers, 
(17) wo ſo underſtood them. Conſe- 
Jene on Feſiirs heco ef thoſe bo- 
> dily Diſeaſes,” was no proper Aecomplith- 
ment of thoſe Prophecies. It is true our 
Saviour, Matt, xi. 4, 5. ſeems to appeal 


(17) Interim completur & Iſaiæ Prophetia non tantum 
ln corporalibus, verum etiam in ſpirituali bus, Origen. 
In Matt. Cap, xv. Aperientur igitur Oculi cacorum, 
= 2ures ſurdorum audient, nam qui quondam divinis ſer- 
monibus rejeis. myſticam Sanctorum Inſtitutionem reci- 
pere non ſtuduerunt, libenter eam admittent, St. Cyril 
in Loc. If. Vide & Santum Hieronymum in Loc, Iſai. 
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to thoſe Prophecies, and to make his Cure 
of corporal Diſtempers an Accompliſnment 
of them: But he means not in the literal 
Senſe, that our Divines take him in, as 1 
ſhall ſhow hereafter, when I come to con- 
ſider what Feſus means, by appealing to 
his Works and Miracles, as bearing Wit- 
neſs of him. | * 

Our Divines then may admire and adore 
Feſus as much as they pleaſe for his Mira- 
cles of healing bodily Diſtempers, but I am 
for the ſpiritual. Meſſiah that cures thoſe 
Diſtempersof the Soul, that metaphorically 
paſs under the Names of Blindneſs, Lame- 
neſs, Deafnefs, &c. And the Cure of theſe 
ſpiritual Diſeaſes, is the proper and miracu- 
lous Work of the true Meſſiab, for the ſake © 
of which, ſays (18) St. Auguſtin, Feſus © 
condeſcended to do thoſe little Miracles 
of healing bodily Diſtempers, which were 
but the Type and Shadow of his more ſtu- 
pendous Miracles of curing ſpiritual Diſ- 
eaſes, The Cure of ſpiritual Infirmities 
is a God-like (19) Work, above the Imij- 
tation of Man or of Anti- chriſt, infinitely ® 
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(18) Et nanc majores ſanitates operatur, propter quas * 
non eſt dedignatus tunc exhibere illas minores. In ferm. 
AA 115 : | 921 
(9) In quibus Spiritualibus maxime Chrifti Perſona i : 
'eminet,” Auguſt, Cuæſt. 2. in Lucam. . 
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re more miraculous than the healing any bo- 
— | iy Diſtempers can Be. :--- 
al 5 Whether our Jeſus be at this Day ſuch 
; I a ſpiritual Meſſiah, 1 leave to our Divines 
Ti to Cönftdet, with thoſe ſpiritual Diſtempers 
; of the Church, that ſeem to want his mi- 
* raculous Hind and Touch. The F athers 
of the Church ſaid, that Feſus was in 
re part ſuch a ſpiritual Meſſi ab in their Time, 
and argued; (20) his Mee, rabſhip, Not froth 
2 bodily Cures, but from his moſt miracu- 
7 lous Cures of the Diſeaſes of the Soul: 
4 But there was another and future Time, in 
I which he would be ſuch a ſpiritual and 
2 olorious Meſſi ah to the greateſt Perfection. 
la the mean while, no healing of corporal 
Diſtempers can prove Feſus to be the Me | 
ab, nor any other of his miraculous Wor 
bi {recorded in the Evangeliſts : - So far from 


II. I ſhall prove that the literal Story of 
3 mach of Jefus s Miracles, as they are re- 
corded in the Evangeliſts, and commonly 
1 believ'd by Chriſtians, does imply Impro- 
; y þ 2 babilities and Incredibilities, and the groſ- 
ſeſt Abſurdities, very diſhonourable to the 


(ao) Modo caro Cæca non aperit oculos miĩraculo 
osmini, ſed cor cæcum aperit oculos Sermoni Domini. 
Modo non reſurgit mortale cadaver, ſed reſurgit anima 
aquæ mortua jacebat in vivo C davere, Cc. Aug af. 


n, 88. S. 3. 
D 2 Name 
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Name of Chriſt; conſequently, they, in 
whole, or in part, were never wrought, 
but are only related as prophetical and pa- 
rabolical Narratives of what would be myſ- 
teriquſly and more wonderfully done, Dy 
him. Wnt 
'The reading of this Head Vill. I pats 
not, ſtrixe with Horror ſome of our ſquea- 
miſh Divines, Who, notwithſtanding they 
will ſacrifice almoſt any Principles to their 
Intereſt, will not bear that our literal evan- 
gelical Hi Hiſtory, of ſuch renown'd Miracles 
mould be thus called in Queſtion, and con- 
temptuouſly f ppken of. What does this 
Author mean, l ſome ſay, thus to do 
Servicè to Atheiſm and Inkdclity 3 ? Away 
with him ! Our Indignation is moved againſt 
him! No Cenſure and Puniſhment can be 


too ſevere for. ſuch. Impiety, Profaneneſs, 3 


and Blaſepliemy, asisaim'dat, and imply'd 

in this Propoſition. 

©. To calm therefore the Spirits, and abate 
the Prejudices of ſuch Actuſers, I muſt 

proceed with the greater Caution, and with 


Reaſon and Authority well fortify myſelf 
before and behind, or I ſhall feel the Weight 4 


of the Diſpleaſure of our-Divinzs, who are 
prepoſſeſs d of the Belief of the literal Story 
ofall Fes Miracles. 


Before then I enter upon the particular | 


Examination of any of his Miracles, I W III 


premiſe 


(21) 
remiſe two or three general Aſſertions of 
the Fathers about them. And firſt Origen 
(21) ſays, that in the hiſtorical Part of the 
Scriptures, There are ſome Things inſerted 
as Hiſtory, which were never tranſacted, 
and which it was impoſſible ſhould be 
tranſadted; amd other Things, again, that 
might poſſibly be done, but were not. I his 
he aſſerts of the Writings of the Evange- 
liſts, as well as of the Old Teſtament, and 

gives many Inſtances to this Purpoſe. St, | 
Hilary (22) ſays, There are many hiſto- 
rical Paſſages of the New Teſtament, that 
if they are taken literally, are contrary to 
Senſe and Reaſon, and. therefore there. is 
a Neceſſity. of a myſlical Interpretation, 
And St. Auguſtin (23) ſays, that there are 
hidden Myſteries in the Works and Mira- 


cles of .our Saviour, which if Wwe incauti- 


(21) Hiſtoria Scripturz interdum interſerit quzdam 
vel minus geſta, vel quæ omnino geri non poſſunt, inter- 
dum quæ poſſunt geri, nec tamen geſta ſunt. De Prin- 
cipiis, Lib. 4. „ TY 
(22) Multa ſunt,” quæ non ſinunt nos fimplici ſenſu 
dia evangelica ſuſcipere. Interpoſitis enim non nullis 
Rebus quæ ex Natura humani-ſenſus ſibĩ contraria ſunt 5 
| Rationem quærere cæleſtis Intelligentiz admonemur. 
In Matt. L. xx, $.2, 5 
123) Evangelica Sacramenta in Chriſti factis ſignata 
omnibus non patent, & ea nonnulli minus diligenter 
interpretando afferunt plerumque pro ſalute Perniciem, 
& pro Cognitione Veritatis Errorem, Cc. De Quæſt. 
Divers. Queſt. 84. 1 "© a 
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Fu * and frchally interpret, we ſhall run 
zuto Errors, and make grievous Blunders. 
Of the fame Mind/are the reft of the F a- 
thers, as might be proved by expreſs or 
implicit Citations; but, ſtudying e 
Fthink the three Teſtim onies 5 enough 
to cool the Rage, and afwage the Preju- 
dices of my Adverſaries agiinſt the Propo- 
ſition before us, which I now come to 2 
particular Confideration of; that ĩs, to ſhew 
that the Story of many of Jef. 198 Miracles | 
iv literally . im n W iner 
dible. And 

01 \  DEENDE Sd Als | | e 

75 ce ſpeak Fot! Miracle of G Feſt 8 
driving the Buyers and Sellers" out of the 
Temple, which Alt the (4) four  Erange- 


Hſts make mention of. 


I have read in fone: 106 derne Author, 


whoſe Name does not occur to my Me- 


mor y, that this was, in his Opinion, the moſt 
ſtupendous Miracle that Jeſus wrought. 
And, in truth, it was a moſt aſtoniſhing 
one; if literally true, and Teſs 7s muſt ap- 
pear more than a Min, he muſt put on an 
awful and moſt majeſtick Cauntenance to 
effect it. It is hard to conceive, how any 
one in i Form of 4 4 Mats and of e a Gele 


WT Mat:.. xxi. Mark xi. Tele xix. — ii. wy 


piſed 


Fathers ſay to it. 


I x 7 
"A "4 


(23) - A 


piſed one too, (and we don t read that Je- 
ſus chang'd his human Shape) with a Whip 
in his Hand, could execute ſuch A; Wark 


upon à great Multitude of People, who 
were none of his Diſciples, nor had any 
regard for him. Supgoling hecould, by 
his divine Power, infuſe a panick Fear in- 


to the People, yet what Was the Reaſon 
that he was ſo eaten up with Zeal againſt 
the Profanation of that Houſe, which he 


himſelf came to deſtroy, and which he 


permitted, I may ſay commanded, ..to: be 
filthily polluted not long after. But not 
to form by my ſelf an Invective againſt the 
Letter of this Story, let's hear what. the 


Origen makes the whole but a (25) Pa- 
rable. His allegorical Expoſitions of it, are 
frequent, and one time or other he gives 
| * lle | , > SY "I TIT Ind 
us the myſtical Meaning of every Fart of 
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2 

ww 


* poi 

g g * wt 
Ch - 
— 
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4 


it. By the Temple, he underſtands the 
Church: By the Sellers in the Temple, he 
means Tach Preachers who make Merchaa- 
dize of the Goſpel, - whom the Spirit © 

Chriſt, ſome time or ocher, would rid his 


Church of. He is fo far from believing 


any thing of the Letter of this Story, thai 


(35) In Comment, in Matt, xxi. 


. 


OE _. 
he has form'd a (26) large Argument a- 
gainſt it: The Subſtance of which is, 
that if Jeſus had attempted any ſuch 


thing, the People would have reſiſted, 


and executed their Revenge on him; if 
he had effected it, the Merchants of 
the Temple might have reproach'd him 
with Damage done to their Wares ; and 
would have juſtly accuſed him of a Riot 


againſt Law and Authority. Whether 


there is not Reaſon in this Argument of 
Origen, let any one judge. | 


(26) Porro cui curz eſt accuratior Inquiſitio confide- 
rabit, an juxta dignitatem præſentis Vitz erat, ut Je- 
ſus rem talem auderet facere, extrudere videlicet Mer- 
catorum Multitudinem, qui ad Diem feſtum aſcende- 
rant, Diſtributuri boves ditioribus, & tanto populo oves 
mactandas per do mos familiarium, quæ multorum mil- 
lium complerent numerum; atque eos qui in rebus tali- 
bus gloriantes producturi erant in medio Columbas, 
quas multi empturi erant, ceu in Cotvyehta. celeberrimo 
convivaturi. Conſiderabit hic etiam, an Nummulario- 
rum erat non aceuſare jeſum contumelioſe propter ſuas 
ipſorum effu ſas pecunias & menſas ſubverſas. Quis au- 
tem flagello e funiculis verberatus & expulſus ab eo, 
qui penes eos habebatur vilis, hunc adortus non incla- 
maſſet totis viribus ſeſe ulciſens ? Cum præſertim habe- 
ret tantam multitudinem eorum, qui ſibi æque contame- 
liam fieri credebant, faventem fibi adyverſum ſeſum? In- 
ſuper cenſideremus, Pei filium funiculos ſumentem; f. 
bique flagellum tenentem ad extrudendum e templo, an- 
non repræ ſentet Præter audaciam & temeritatem, inordi- 
natum etiam quiddam ? In Johan. Tom. XI. 


St. Hilary | 


AL 


C25 ) 
St. Hilary. is of the ſame Mind with 
4 Origen. He ſays that this Story is only a 
2 (27) Præfiguration of what will be done 
in Chriſt's Church upon another Occaſion, 
And he admoniſhes (28) us tp ſearch into 
the profound and myſtical Import of every 
Part of it; particularly he hints that (29) 
by the Seats of thoſe who. ſell Doves, may 
be underſtood the Pulpits of Preachers 
who make Sale of the Gifts of the Spirit, 
Which is repreſented by a Dove. As to 
the Letter of the Story, he is plain enough, 
that there was no ſuch (30) Market kept 
in the Temple of Feruſalem: And if any 
> Hiſtorians beſides, the Evangeliſts had aſ- 
ſerted it, I know of none, who would have 


* 2 
* 


been ſo fooliſh as ta believe that Oxen and 


Fl 
Ivo te 


4 


2 Sheep and Goats were there fold. 


St. Anbroſe too is for the Myſtery, and 

2 againſt the Letter of this Stary, ſaying, 

(31) what ſhould be the Reaſon that Feſus 
of enen o * hould 


3 41104279 Wis 1 E 
8 5 D eile 130560 ©3093 ee „ 

©. (275) Prafiguratio futuforum dictis præ ſentibus con- 
I tinetuf. ie Mat. xxᷣjl © © 

A » (28 ) Admonemur altius Verborum Virtutes in iſtius 
modi fignificationibus cotituendas,. zbid, Rae 
(29) In Cathedra eſt ſacordorii ſedes; & eorum qui 
1 — ſanẽti Donum venale habent, Cathedras evertet, 
x . | 1 2 5 | x\ pet 1 : 2 
(30) Non habebant Judzi quod venire peſſent, neque 
erat quod emere quis poſſet, bt. 
4 (31) Cathedra autem Vendentium Columbas ur eyer- 

L terit 75 Secundum Litteram non intelliga, Admoner 


( 26) 
ſhould overturn the Seats of thoſe that fold 
Doves?, This muſt be, ſays he, a figura- 
tive Story, and ſignifies nothing leſs than 
the future Ejection of Prieſts out of his 
Church, who ſhall make Gain and Mer- 
chandize of the Goſpel, — | 
St. Ferome, as his manner is in other 
Caſes, gives us a literal Expoſition of 
this Miracle, as far as it will bear it - But 
then corrects himſelf again, ſaying, there 


n 
* N 
V 3 K's es 
CE C ꝙ¾·»Üww eo el 1 Os AS £ «a. Fa 


ate (32) Abſurdities in the Letter; bur, 
according to its myſtical Meaning, Feftes 
will enter his Temple of the Church, and 
cal ont of 1t Biſhops, Priefts, and Deacons, 3 
another Place he tells us of the myſtical © 
3) Whip, that Feſus will make uſe of | 


„„“ ö 
St: Auguſtin allo 1s againſt the Letter 
of the Story of this Miracle, ſaying, (34) 


. 
* 

- n 

e 

_% 4t « s Ll 


Typo ejectorum de Templo hujuſmodi Mercatorum, 
in Eccleſia Dei Conſortium eos habere non poſſe, qui 
ſancti Spiritus Gratiam nundinentur. In Lec. Luc. © 
(32) ſuxta ſimplicem Intelligentiam quod penitus 
ablurdum—czterum ſecundum Myſticos Intell tus Jeſus =» 
ingreditur Templum Patris & ejicit omnes Epiſcopos, 
Presbyteros, & Diaconos, Cc. In Loc. Mat. 
(33) Faciet Dominus Flagellum de Scripturarum Tex- 
tuum Teſtimoniis, © 7» Zechar. E 
(34) Non magnum Peccatum, ſi hoc vendebant in 
Templo, quod emebatur, ut offerretur in Tempip. In 
Loc, Johan, - FI A o WE 


Where 


(27) 


4 Were could be the great Sin of ſelling 
and buying Things in the Temple, that 
n were for the Uſe of it, and offer'd as Sa- 
8 see in it? We muſt therefore, ſays he, 

WI | look for the Myſtery in this (3 5) figura- 
tive Story, and enquire what is meant by 
+ the Oxen, and Sheep, and Doves, and who 
F ö are the Sellers of demi in Chriſt's Church; 

it F and he is very poſitive that Eccleſiaſticks, 
who are ſelfiſh, and make worldly Gain 


«| of the Goſpel, are here meant. And as to 
„ the Expreſſion of turning the Temple into 
4 4 Den if Thieves, he 270 it has Reſpect 
55 0 the (36) Clergy 1 In Time to come, who 


Would make ſuch a Den of Chriſt s Church. 
F] 15 Laſtly, with the foregoing Fathers agrees 
$ St. Theopbylact, who is an Allegoriſt too 
upon this Miracle, ſaying, that thoſe (37) 
Who ſell Doves, are the Prieſts who ſell 
* ſpiritual Giftsz and that Chriſt ſometime 
or other would overturn their Seats, and 
9 4 his Chureh o of them. In another mu 


35) Qui ſunt, tamen qui boyes 7 K. in 
2 5 quxramus Myſterium facti, qui ſunt. qdi O 8 
I vendunt & Coalumbas ? ipſi ſunt qui ſua r e 
Eccleſia, non quæ Jeſa Chriſti. . 
R F (38). Vos: enim feciſtis Domum meung, Dorpem Nego- 


* ES ſpeluncam Latronum, bgnificat futuros in | 
in Eccleſa. L. IL Kuang. Queſt. Duaſt 48. ; 
J 7 1 (393 Shan - n eu xdjayyrrc Aoyor, a _— reę- 


Jes £61, v * Tay es 7 * 9 n 
11. Fo an. C. i ii. i 


2 FM 
f Po *% N * . * 4S i 
E f | tie 


— — 2 {as mp "> * _ — - 
'% — — — 


n _ 
I F 


E 
— — 


ell dull and fooliſh and abſurd ſtuff we L 


of Quaker 5 was gotten amongſt them, or 
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(598) 1 
he en are meant by Oxen wild | 
Sheep, vis. the literal Senſe of the Sen. | 
tures, And if the literal Senſe be irrational 


and nonſenſical, the Metaphor we muſt | 
allow to bd proper, inaſmuch as now-a- I 


Bulls, Fatlings, and Blunders. 3 

| Behold a wonderful Harmony among the 
Fathers in their: Rejection of the literal, 
and Eſpouſal of the myſtical Senſe of this ] ; 
Miracle. It is ſaid of the Church in her 
firſt Ages, that ſhe" was inſpired; and ſo 
ſhe was, or before an Hire for the Prieſt- J 
hood was eſtabliſhed, and pleaded for ſhe 
could never Hawe written im this F athion. 3 
If the Fathers had lived now, and written 
thus, we: ſhould have thought the Spirit 


they would never have given ſuch an- Ex- 3 
Ken ion bf this Story to favour an Enmity 1 
am Hireling Prieſt hood. 230 A 
Howland when Chriſt's Power, accord- © 
ing to the Figure and Parable before us, 9 

Will enter his Church, and drive out FC 
her..theſe. eccleſiaſtical Merchants, is not 
the Queſtion. But when ever it does ſo 
effectually 7 Fog be 4 ſtupendous Mira- | 
cle, "ch; Ei ter than theztypical one is 
ſuppoſd ta be and not only. a Proof of 
Chriſt's divine Power and Prefence in his 
Church, but an abſolute Demonſtration of | 
hy | 


9 7 2 1 WP 1 þ ng” 
” : * Ls . 35 a * 7 7 


(29) 
his Meſſiabſbip, from his Accompliſhment 
both of the bored Prophecies of the Fa- 
thers, and of other remarkable ones of the 
Old Teſtament, which will be then clearl 
underſtood, and which it is not my Buſi- 
neſs here to apply or mention. 


1 
— 


8 
2 


Againſt the aforeſaid Expoſition of this 
Miracle, perhaps it may be objected, that 
= (excepting a little Reaſoning againſt the 
VL“etter of it) this is only the chimerical and 
Z whimſical Dream of the Fathers, whoſe 
Z Notions are obſolete, and who (38) have 
adulterated Chriſtianity with their. Cant 
and Fargon; and that none of our Pro- 
teſtant and Orthodox Divines have ever 


8 1 


given into their Opinion. f 


K 
2 IM fe es Ce 2 3 8 20 8 
N e „ "7 
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. & J confeſs: that none of our Proteſtant 
Divines, whom L know, do embrace the 

foreſaid Expoſition of the Fathers, but it 
may be nothing the worſe for all that: 
And tho their Expoſition may be very diſ- 
ggreeable to the Prieſthood of this Age, 
yet I can tell them of the greateſt Man of 
= theſe laſt Ages, and that was Eraſmus, 
Who cautioufly expreſſing himſelf for fear 
= of giving Offence to the Clergy, is of the 
ſame Mind with the Fathers; or he would 


* 


Es he DD 


38) Chandler's Vindication, Ce. p. 145+ 
5 not 
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verouſneſs, which, 4 


merci moniis Boum Ovium, Hircorum & 
profanatum |; fed allendere voluit Avaritiam & Quæſtum 


(309 
not ſay that (30) that Work o 


F Teſus did 
prefigure ſomewhat alſe. For Jeſus could 
not be zealous againſt the, Praphanation 
of that Temple of; che Jews; which _ was 
dn to be deſtroy' u, but meant to. ſhew his 
Diſlike and Hatred of eccleſiaſtical Co- 


ter the Way of the 
Type, be would take bis OpporramiL ro 
rid the Church of. ; 

Before I diſmiſs this Miracle, | muſt as 
ſerve, that if the Fathers are right above, 
then our Latin and Engliſi Tranſlations 
of the place in St. Matt bem err in a main 


Point. inſtead of reading, and Jeſus caſt 
out them that ſold and bought, it ſhould 
be, thoſe who ſold and preach'd; that is, 


fold what they preach'd: For the Word 
cyefacem does more properly ſignify to 
preach than to buy; and in this Senſe 
here, according a the ur og aul 
be conſtrued. . 

Again, I tnuſt lifting — our 1 Game 
mentators are a lirthe berplerd ta know 


04 © F115 


n 0 Hoe ge hene. aliud Ggvifitabat fag, + Nec 
2 ho illum tantopere commovebat Templum . illu 


Jumbarum 


ſore capitalem Peſtem Ecclefiz, quam Temp lum, cujus 
Religio mox erat abolenda, ſgurabat . In nullum Homj. 
num Genus acrius Teviir Jeſus, ſed hos ipſe fl ſervavit 
eficiendos, cum videbitur. In Loc. Hatt. xxi. 
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2 
» 


cable the Word was to any Merchants of 


vines, whether it bo not an abſurd, impm- 


3 would be myſterio 
fully done by Jeſu. And ſo 1 come de 
ſpeak toa 


cnn: © 
who, and what thoſe K, Money- 


Changers,\ were. The Greek (40) Word 
does import thoſe who have a Knack to 


barter away little baſe and Braſs Money, 
with the Effigies of an Ox or Bull on it, 
in exchange for good Coin. How appli- 


the old Temple at Jeruſalem, is hard to 
conceive, But it is very agreeable to our 


7 eccleſiaſtical: Collybifts, wlio, as I may ap- 


peal to F revebfintiors] vend their braſen- 


4 | faced Bulls and Blunders at an extravagant 
3 and great Price. And if v,, Which is 


tranſſated Tables, does ee unn (ai) 


1 Pat irs, who can help it? 


80 _ then'on a the Miracle of Faſu 's 
ers out of the 


Temple Abd now I appeal to our Di- 


bable; and incredible: Story according to 
the Letter, and whethet it be any other 
than, as che Fathers ſaid of it, a prophe- 
tical and parabolical pane of: Re 


th, Second did: of les, and thatdy 


7 n 9 1. Ts TOs 
(40) yd . abet 
1 
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| that 


(32) 


that of his (42) caſting the Devils out of I 


the Madman or Madmen, and permitting 
them to enter into the Herd of Swine, 
which thereupon ran down a Precipice, 
and were all choaked in the Sea. 


To exorciſe, or caſt Devils out of the | 


Poffeſs'd, without conſidering the Nature 
of ſuch a Poſſeſſion, or the Nature and 
Power of the Devil, we'll allow to be not 
only a kind and beneficent Act; but a great 
Miracle. But then, be the Miracle as great 
as can be imagin'd, it is no more than what 
falſe Teachers, (43) Workers of Iniquity, 
and even ſome Artiſts amongſt the Fewos, 
have done before; conſequently, ſuch a 
Work of Exorciſin in our Saviour, could 
be no Proof of his divine Authority. And 
it there was no more to be ſaid againſt this 
Miracle, this is enough to ſet it aſide, and 
to ſpoil the Argument of Feſus's divine 
Power from it. But there are many Cir- 
cumſtances in the Story literally confider'd, 
that would induce us to call the Truth of 
the whole into queſtion. How came thoſe 
Madmen to have their Dwelling amongſt 


the Tombs of a Burying-Ground? Where 


was the Humanity of the People, that did 

not take Care of them, in Pity to them, 
(42) Mart. viii. Mark. v. Luke viii, 

4143) Tukexiite v. 27. 
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c for the Safety of others > Or if 
g 155 as tlie Text ſays \ which 18 
; a ' credible, could Hold the m., it = 
eln e ſurely, as well as Jawfy 
pate them, ather than their eig! 
And Paſſen gers ſhould be in Pang + % 0 
I chem Believe then this Part of t 
J who can: > But what's worſe, its lor pert 
i . there ti any Herd of Stine in that 
1 ountry. If a Hiftorians but the Eban- 
ae ad tid "fo, none would have be⸗ 
Micyed: hay RET are forbidden to eat 
| From: Fleſh; bat then ſhould they do 
with Swine (which 2 good for tiothing 
till they are 4479 who eat” 17 10 
3 ut hor Baton? Some may tay" tha 
| beep were kep t there for the oh Sin: 
gers: but this could not be; " becanfe th 
Later the Time of An 10 bu, 77 boſe olldted 
the Temp le Bo the $1 fide Uf H H. a | 
Tee 11 es nie ths Par f 
an 550% inne Kere g. of an gy be Gi 
irom 


in, their Country. Peek Raps 6 
that the Gadarens, 

ace of their IO hy flo J 
bur eiphbour ing Gente „With Who it 
was lawful” my and 175 ey a 
Will Tu} ppole o, tho; it is improbable; bite 
chen 1. - blikety ( Ca def K Reafo * 
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(44) Spencer de Legibus 3 pa 117. 
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(34) 
than at preſent we are appraiſed of) that 
our Saviour would permit the Devils to 
enter into a Herd of them to their Deſtruc- 
tion. Where was the Goodneſs and, Juſ- 
tice of his ſo doing? Let our Devines ac- 
count for it, if they can. It is commonly 
{aid of our Saviour, and I. believe. it, that 
his. Life was entirely, innocent, that his 
Miracles were all uſeful and beneficial to 
Mankind, and that he did no. Wrong to 

any one. But how can this be rightly, faid 
of him if this Story be literally true? The 
Proprietors of the Swing were ge Lok ; 


Damage done them by. eſis, defare him to 
Cepart OL | ; 
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too of the laſt Age, would have made him 
to wing for it. 


Without Offence, 1 hope, [ have. argued 


Pagainſt the Letter of this ſtrange Story of 


the holy Jeſus; I ſhould not have dared 
to. have laid fo much againſt it, but upon 
the "Encouragement of Origen and other 
J K who ſay we ought to expoſe, the 


3 of the Fg as much as ma 
be, to turn Men's Heads to the myſtical 
1 and true Meaning. 


Let s hear then whar the Fathers Tay to 
1 Fan ar Origen's "Commentaries | on 
| rt of St. Matthew, and St. Luke's 
0 Sa, are loſt; "otherwiſe unqueſtionably 
ave tol us, that he 
believed no more 907 the Letter of this Sto- 
5 xy, than he did of the Devil's (440 taking 
dur Saviour to the Top of a Mountain, 


lt a nd ſhewing him 3ll the Kingdoms of the. 
11 orld; but, EC he! is an admirable Myſtift,. 


would have given us curious Light into 


1 the Allegory and Myſtery of 1 it. But with- 


but Origen, we have euough in the other 
Fathers, againſt the Letter of this Story. 
St Hilary reckoning up all the Parts of 
Gris Miracle together, ſays of it, that it is 
400 typical and parabolical, an, | written 


_ (4) Tib. IV. De Pritielpiis. | £44 | 
(45) Hanc habeant Cauſam, ut * 77 SA geren dis 


I uturi plena meditatio, In Loc. Matt. In hoc Typica 


1 atio ſervata oſt, Ibid. F 
2 


for 


1 | 
for our Meditation of what would be done 
hereafter by the holy Feſus. According 
to him, and other F athers, the Madman 
is Mankind; or if they were two, they 
were Few: and Gentile at Chriſt's coming, ; 
who 5 be be faid to (47) be poſſeſs” d with 

Devils, in as much as they were under 
the Rule df diabolical Sins, and ſubje&. to 
the Worſhip of Acdipuniay, falſe Deities, which 

re reanflte Devils. They were ſo fierce 

(48) as no "Chains could hold them, be- 
cauſe .of their moſt furious Rage and, Er- 
to the Church, hom no Bonds of | 
wy on could reſtrain from doing Violence 

to the brite by hey are ſ1id to be (49), _ 
naked, bechuſe they Were deſtitute of the 
Cloth in 'of the Spirit, and of Grace. And 85 
may be {aid to be mon the 05 Tombs ;, + 
becaufe they © were 44d i. in Ire paſles and ; 
Sins. After that Feſus, had exorcis'd theſe | 
diabolical < Spirits out of the Gentiles, and 
brought chem to their right Senſes, which 


(47) lee ſunt OILS = multis dxmonibus 
ſervie bant. { Auguſt fore 1 28 Luc. Qtia f 
(48) Humanum genus ad ag Domini vexaba- 
tur furore Aechguct, Fumpens Yinculg rationis, St, Amb, 
in Loc. Luc. 113 
(49,) Nu qunque te wentum Na R 1 
Fr 12 W php th ah ane. f _ f 
: (50): In. tumulis Sepulehrorum 3 gs enim aliud ſunt 3 
Corpora perfidorum, niſi N orum e "© 
in Fab Dei _ Yegbums |. 
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(37) 


was upon their Converfion to the Faith; 
then a good Way off, ſome Ages after; did 
the like Devils by divine Permiſhon, enter 
in to a (51) Herd of Swine, i. e. into He- 
rericks- of impure Lives, and furious Na- 
tures, . What ſort of Hereticks are meant, 
or whether they are not to be underſtood 
of Chriſtians in general, let our Divines 
conſider. ,, But one would be apt to think 
that Miniſters of the Letter are included, 
becauſe the Letter of the Scripture is myſ- 
tically call'd.(52) Swines Food. I am not 
obliged to purſue the myſtical Interpreta- 
tion of this Parable (for ſo Iwill call it) 
thro? all its Parts, nor ta ſay what is meant 
by the Sea, that the Swine are to be abſorp't 
in; but leave our Divine to chew upon 
this myſtical Conſtruction given them in 
part, and to conſider, whether there's not 
a Neceſſity for ſuch an Interpretation to 
make the Story credible e. 
And thus have I given you the Opinion 
and Expoſition of the Fathers upon this 
Miracle, which they turn all into Myſtery. 

If our Divines are ill for adhering to tlie 


N (51) Videntes Dzmones non ſibi jam locum in gentĩ · 
3 & FR. \ : 211 * * © GS) F} % © ed | * @ » © 6 

* bas derelinqui,, ut patiatur habitare ie in Hæreticis de- 
„ Precantur. Hvlar, in Loo, Matt. 2268 ©» lap 
ws = (52) Litera eſt, Palea, & frequenter evenit, ut homi- 
nes hujus ſeculi myſtica neſcientes, ſimpliei Scripturarum 
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Letter 


(638) 
Letteriof this Story, let them account for 
the Difficultiesit is invol vd with. Focure 
Men wiolently diſtracted, and poſſelsd with: 
* 21 is, whether itebe mirakulous or not, 
a good and great Work; but to ſend the 
Devils; who without 1 Faſui's Permiſſion 
could mot go, into:the-Herd:6f Swine, was 
andnjury done to the Proprietors; arid un 
becuming of the Geodneſe of the holy 
us Neither is thôre any other Way 2 
ſolve the Difficulty, than by looking upon 
the whole, with the F aber EY Typ e-and- 
Figure. l Poier 299 42 
If this miraculdus Story had beck! record- 
ed of Mabomer, and not of Jeſus, bur Di- 
vines 1 dare fay,: Would have worked ir 
up to a Confutation of Mabometani ſin.” 
Mahomet ſhould haue been, with them, 
nothing leſs than à M ue, an Enebanter, : 
ac) habe: wit familiar-iSpirits, „A fworn 
Slave to the Devil ze and "his \ Muſſulmen 
wauld-;have' been hard put to it to write a 
geo Defence of hiin tf 
” When. our Säviour was: Want Beford FF 
Pilure to be arraign'd;' try'd, and condem-+ - 
ned, Plate put this Queſtion to the Fews, 
ſayings N. Hat . Huth 245566 dons 2 if ; 
böth, or eitfier of the: Stories abobe, had 
been literally eel” Te ſus, there had been 
nd need of falle W ittibfes 2painft him. The 
Merchants of the Temple were at © hand.” 
2729.1 who 
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6320 

who could have ſworn “ that he ws the 
60 Author of an Uproar, and Riot, thec like 
« was never ſeen on their Market- Day; 85 
« that they were great Sufferers andy Lo- 
& ſers ! in their Trades bs and; whether he 


„or his Party had ſtolen (any of their 
« Goods or mot, yet ſomt were em ber- 
. zled; and others damagedl; and all thro 


the onträgiqus Violencęnef this unruly 
Fellows ag 


ainſt Law and Authority? 
If ſuch Exidenee as this nas not enough 
ta. conyl ict him of a. -@apital, Crime, then 
the Sꝛoiue. Hends of the Gadarenes might 
have deſpofed, “ how they believed im to 
« be a Wizard, and had Hoſt. Tod thou: 
« ſand Swine thro' his Faſcinations : 


« That; he bid che Devils to go itito.our 
Cattle, is not to „ denyd. Andiif he 
« cured ohe or tw! of. our? Countty men 


. 60 of A. zolent:Pofſeſſipng: yet id as much as 


« he,di Þsthisj}Injurybatbur Swime, we 


"S 


1 4 e bee him of diabolical Practices 


„e oth? ob 1X4 OA ni id o 
IN ſuch Evidence as this, Pilntz asks 
Jpinion of, Jeuus; Jaying;; What think 


1 you ee all bad e de > Meng be 


guilty, af; Death, it is no wonder finde 
tbere re,, ig, Hot a Fury ain England would 


have acquitted any one e and ac- 
cuſed in the lite Caſe, Wal. ern (ge 
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(49) 
It is well for our literal Doctors, that 
ſuch Accuſations were not brought aginſt 
Feſus; or their Heads would have been 


fadly puzzled. to vindicate his Innocence, 


and to prove the Injuſtice and Undeſerved- 
neſs of his Death and ſufferings. But for 
this Reaſon,” if no other, that no ſuch 
Crimes were laid to his Charge, I believe 
little or nothing of either of the ſeemingly 
miraculous Stories before us, but look upon 
them both as prophetical and parabolical 
Narratives of what would myſteriouſly and 
more wonderfully, and conſiſtently with 
the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of Feſus, be 
done by him. And ſol paſs to a 


3. Third Miracle of Feſus, and that is 
bis ' Transfiguration (53) on the Mount. 
And this is the darkeſt and blindeſt Story 


of the whole Goſpel, which a Man can 


make neither Head nor Foot of; and 1 
queſtion whether the Conceptions of any 


two thinking Doctors do agree about it. 


. 


To fay there is nothing in the Letter of 


this Story, we-Believers muſt not, becauſe 
St. Peter / 54) lays he was an Eye-witneſs. 


of Feſus's Majeſty, ſaw his Glory on the 
Mount, and heard the Voice out of the 


(53) Matt. xvii. Mark ix. Lale 14. 
(54) 2 Pei. i. 16, 17, 18. | 
| Cloud. 


g 5 - <> a 
PO 3 R * , N 
e F 6 4 A wr. 
r a, SN i 2. bo "> he 5 wit oy. a7 = 


Cloud. But as Infidels ih be 1 Sw in- 
to the Conduct of Je ſus's Life, and 
ing their Exceptions to the Credibility 


C ges referre, In . xliii. $ 4. 


(41) 


orin- 


Probability of this or that part of it, Te 
"Chriſtians ſhould be ready at an Riſer: 
that might reaſonibly ſatisfy them; and 
not forcibly bear down their Oppoſiti tion, 
which will make no fincere Converts of 
them. And I believe they would eaſily 
diſtreſs us with Difficulties and Objections 
to the Letter of this Story. 
St. Auguſtin himfelf(5 owns, that the 
whole of it might be perform'd by Magick. 
Art; and we know, in theſe our. Days, 
hat ſome: Jugglers are ſtrange Artiſts, at 


#he Imitation of a Voice, and to make it 
s if it came from à far off, when it is ut⸗ 


rd cloſe” by us, and can caſt theinſelves, 


ix 0. inte different Forms and Shapes, with- 
put a Miracle, to the ſurpriſe and Admi- 
Fation of S pectators. „ 

But ng [ trow, do our Dichazs wean 


* y TJeſus's Transfiguration? We read that 
his Countenatice did ſhine like the Sun, 


| 20d. his raiment was made as white 38 
Indw, and thats all. And is this enough 
ban we think, to demonſtrate that Tranf= 


tion, a miraculous Transfiguration > 2 Phi- 


1 650 hst Inßdeles illan Vocem 1 2g 00 


conjecturas humanas & illicitas Curiofitates ad Magicas 
loſophers 


„ | 
loſophers will tell us, that the, Reflections 
of the Light of the Sun, will change the 
Appearance of Colours, and to none more 
than Whiteneſs; and Sceptics will fay, that 
its no Wonder if the Countenance of Feſus | 
look'd Rubicund, when the Sun might 
ani. 1 „„ 
The Word in the Original for transf- 
| gured, 18 15] apeppoln, that 1s, he was meta- 
morphoſed, transform'd, or, if you will, 
transfigured. And what is to be under- 
. ſtood by a Metamorphoſrs, we are to learn 
not only from the natural Import of, the 
Word, but from the antient Uſe of it. 
Accordingly, it fignifies nothing leſs than 
the Change or Transformation of a Perfon 
into the Forms, Shapes, and Eſſences of 
Creatures and things of a quite different 
Species, Size, and Figure: But Jeſus, it 
is conceived, was not ſo transfigured. Our 
Divines, I ſuppoſe, would not have hin 
thought ſuch a Poſtur-Maſter for the 

whole World. If I, or any one elſe, ſhould 
aſſert, that Zeſus upon the Mount _ tranſ- 
form'd himſelf into a Calf, a Lyon, a Bear, 
a Nam, a Goat, an Hydra, a Stone, a Tres, | 
and into many other Things of the animate þ 
and inanimate World, I dare fay there 
would, among our orthodox Divines, be 
ſuch Exclamations againſt me for Blaſphe- 
my, as the like were never heard of. They, 
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(4) 


to be ſure, will not hear of ſuch a Tranf 
figuration; nor, Iike good plain Believers, 
will bear any thing more than that Feſus's 
© Countenance did. ſbine like the Sun, and 

t © the Colour of his Veſtments was changed; 
which whether it comes up to the Import 
, of a Metamorphoſis ;s or not, they don't care. 
But to cloſe with our Divines, and ac- 
knowledge that the glorious Change of 
r- Feſuss Countenance, and of the Colm of 
his Veſtments, was a true and proper Tranſ- 
the figuration, and that it was as real and 
it. wonderful a Miracle as could be wrought: 
n But then we may, I hope, ask them what 
was the 8 Reaſon and Uſe of this 
of Miracle? Was it a Miracle only for the 

ent E of a Miracle? That's an n 

ays, 


, it the Opinion of (56) St. Auguſtin, who 
Dur what is reaſonable to think, that all and 


every one of Feſus's Miracles had its par- 
he ticular End and Uſe; or he who is the 
Id Wiſdom as well as Power of God, had ne. 
{- Iver wrought it. And what, Ipray, was the 
ar,, Uſe of this Miracle? Of that the evange- 
tee, lical Hiſtory is ſilent, and our Divines, 
late with all their reafoning Faculties, can ſay 
ere nothing to it. TT” 


(56) Neque enim Miracula propter Miracala factebat, 
ſed ut illa quæ faciebat, mira eſſent videntibus, vera 
= intellige ntibus. In Seri. xcviii. Se, 3. 
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could not, poſlibly meer and confer rogether; 
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he "moſt Tublime, victul, and edify- 
5 575 K. Ay” ſtran 0 the lc 
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e. 140. 175 e e = 
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5 Feilen, bat th th hg ane 7k 800 
E of St. Luke - (G7 ords, which 


ſo inter preted, are no Jets. than 2 Barba-· 
iſm, and, Ta peal to gur Greek Criticks, 
an e 15 preſſion of ſuch. Significay 
tion. 1 55 look for: a more pro- 
per ( Coaltration of the Phraſe in St. Luke, 
or we muſt” remain in the Dark, as to the; 
Subject that Moſes and Elias, talk . ih 
Jen fus abont. OE TI VI 
But. further, why con ain {ke Miz: 


ED have. been Wrought. Me Ks, Valley, 


ö (57) Bagger en bun, " ans e C is. va 
we 


w- 


(45) 


well as upon a Mountain, whither Feſus 
and his, 1 Apoſtles aſcended for the 
Work of it? Naughty Infidels will ſay, it 
was for the Advantage of a Cloud, which 
often moves and reſts on the Tops of Moun- 
tains, to diſplay his Pranks in. And wh 
was it not fone in the Preſence of the Mul 
titude, as well as of his three Apaſtles? The 
more Wirneſſes of a Miracle, * better it 
is atteſted, and the more reaſonably credi- 
ted; and. there could not ſurely be too 
many Witneſles of this; any more that of 
others of Feſus's. Miracles, if real nes 
Ought not the unbelieving Multitude, far 
many Unbelievers unqueſtionably: were 
mongſt them, to have had a Sieht and 
— of this Miracle, as well as the 
„ Who ſhould rather ſee the Mira - 
cle, than thoſe who wanted Conviction 2. 
| Were they to take the Report of the Mi- 

racle upon the Word of the A poſtles, who 
were Partly. .in 20 Cauſe . 8 wigs 
ma bly ſay they dught: But In 
4515 And Terhi WET cry out 4 
gainſt them, for Juggling Tricks, and pigys 
Impoſtures wo =, 0 on! 

Theſe are all Dificultic and hard Que- 
ſtions abbut the Miracle of Chri/?'s Trin. 
figuration, which our Clergy; who: are Ad- 
mirers of the Letter of tflat Story, are 
bl 86d to account for; and I believe i 

Will 


(46) 

will be long enough before they give a 
proper and latifutory Anſwer te many of 

them. 4a . aq 
"Let's hear Zhen What the Fathers ſay to 
this miraculous Story of Jeſur's Transti- 
guration. And it is agreed amongſt them, 
that the whole is but a Type, (58) Prefi- 
2 and (59) ænigmatical Reſem- 
lance of a future and more glorious and 
real Transfiguration. And whenever they 
fpeak of any Part of the Story, they never 
explain to us how the Matter went upon 
Mount Tabor, but tell us of what this or 
that Part of it is figurative and emblema- 
tical; and how it is to be underſtood, and 
will be fulfill'd in future Time. As thus; 
boi the (60) f Days, they underſtand fix 
Ages of the World, after which a real and 
myſterious Transfiguration will be exhibi- 
to our pay . . you 


C 300 Regni DITA br cen : St. Hilar. 
i Loc: Matt. In Transfiguratione futura Regni Præme - 


lane & Gloria demonſtrata eſt, St. Hier0m. in Loe. 
att. 


(59). ' Amryparuds was Ine Aas | Ani: 
in Transhg. Dom. "Toe yua THS ern eggs St 
Cbmſoſt. in Loc. Matt. 1 it; cope ©} g 


(60) Sex millium- ſcilicet 1 en evas: 

ew. St. Hilar. in Loc. Matt, Sic poſt Sex ztates Domi- 

a perfectis Famulis conſpicietur.ꝰ we . 7 
Damaſeen, in erat. 4 Trangfig. n 
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Ca. + 
and Elias (61) talking with ,Feſus, they 
mean the Law and the Prophets, upon an 
allegorical e bearing Teſti- 
mony unto Chriſtas the Fulfiller of them. 
By the (62) Mountain on which this fu- 
ture Transfiguration will beexhibited, they 
underſtand ' the ſublime 7 and anagogical 
Senſe of the Law and the Prophets. By 
his Transfiguration it ſelf, they mean his 
raking upon. him, and. paſſing” thro';. the 
Forms of all the Types of him under the 
Law, as of a Lamb, a Lion, a. Serpent, a 
Calf, a Rock, a Stone, and of many o- 
thers, which he is to fulfil, and which will 
then be clearly diſcern'd by us. By the 
black Cloud (63) that at preſent obſtructz 
this Viſion, they underſtand the Letter of 
the Old Teſtament, By the white (64) 
Veſtments of Feſus, they mean the Words 
of the Scriptures, which will then ſhine. 


(61) Et Moſes & Elias apparuerunt in Gloria, cum 
Jef colloquentes, in quo dſtenditur- item & Prophetas, 
cum E vangelijs conſonare & in! eadem (Gloria Foiriegalts 
intelligentiz refulgere, Origen, in Epiſt, ad Rom. 
C. 1. | : 
| 1 2 Montem aſcendit ut te -dogeat, ne quzras eum 
niſi in Legis & Prophetarum montibus. Origena in 
Marz Per Woo go 3 eee ee 

63) Per nubem tetram intellige apatitatem Legis, 
P in „ 2111911109! W Jn 
_ (64) Veſtimenta candida} Jeſu fin, Sernjongy & Scri 
Exangeliorum. Origen in Loc. Mas, 
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clear and bright. Bye the Voice out of tlie 1 
Cloud, they mean, with St. Peter, the 
Word of Prophecy, that will found i in th 
Ears of our Apprehenſions. And laſtly, 
they tell us, that the Way to attain to th 
Sight of this glorious Viſion, is by aſcend | 
ing (not by local Motion, but b Reafon) 
to-the Tops of the Mountain of the myſte- 
rious and fo blime Senſe of the Law and the 
Prophets. If we continue in the Plains 
and Wallies (65) of the Letter, like the 
Multitude under the Mountain, we ſhall 
never {ee Jeſus in his ſhining 5 
nor how he was transform'd into tlie Typ 

of the Law, nor Moſes and Elias talking 
with him; nor the Law and the Prophets 
agreeing 'harmoniouſly i in a Teſtimony to 
him. 21 
After this nien do the Fathers, one or 
ori of them, copiouſly treat on vor 
Part of this Transtiguration of .Zeſus. 
could collect an almoſt infinite Number * 
ry * out of their Writings to this Pur- 
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(65) si. quis Litteram ſequitur, & deorſum eſt Stle, 
hic non Ede videre Jeſum in veſte candida; qut aus 
tem ſequitur Sermonem Dei & ad montana, 14 eſt, ex- 
celſa Legis conſcendit, iſti Jeſus commutatur umd 
Litteram ſequimur occidentem, Moſes & Elias cum- 
1105 non loquuntur; ſin ſpiritualiter intelligimus, ſtatim 

| oſes & Elias veniunt, id eſt Lex & Prophetz &. col · 
| \Joquanear cum Evangelio. Fohan, * Home 32. 
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poſe: But from theſe few it is plain, they 
look'd on the Story of Chriſt's I ransfigu- 
ration, but as a Figure and Parable; and 
they were certainly in the Right or, in as 
much as this their Senſe of the Matter, and 
no other, will ſolve the Difficulties before 
ſtarted againſt the Letter, as any one may: 
diſcern, if he attentively review and com- 
pare one with the other: As, for inſtance, 
this their Senſe and Interpretation lets us 
into the Reaſon of : Moſes, and Elias's ap- 
Z pearing on the Mount with Jeſus; and 
gives us to underſtand what they talk'd 
about, and that. was, not on Jeſus's De- 
= ceaſe which he would accompliſh at Jeru- 
ſalem, as our Tranſlation has it, but on the 
Prophecy of the Old Teſtament; particu- 
larly, as St. Luke ſays, on Moſes's Book of 
Exodus, and how he would fulfill it at the 
New Jeruſale. 33 
Whether any, beſides my ſelf, does real- 
ly apprehend, and is willing to underſtand 
this Story of Chriſt's Transfiguration, as I 
do, I neither know nor care. I am not 
bound to find others, Ears, Eyes and Ca- 
pacities. What I have ſaid is enough to 
ſhew the Senſe of the Fathers about this 
Natter. If any diflike their concurrent 
Opinion of Zeſuss Transfiguration's being 
Zan Emblem, an Enigma, and figurative 
Z Repreſentation of a future and moſt glori- 
KEE = _ . ous 


(59) 


ous Transfiguration, ſuch 2: one as they 2 
ſpeak of; let him account for the Difficul- 


ties and Objections which I have before rai- 
{cd againſt the Letter of this Story. In the 
mean time I ſhall think it, literally, an ab- 
ſurd, improbable, and incredible one, and 
no other than a prophetical and paraboli- 
cal Narrative. of what will be myſteriouſly 
and more wonderfully done by Feſus. 

And thus I have conſider'd three of the 
Miracles of our Saviour, and ſhewn how 
they are Abſurdities, according to the Let- 


ter, conſequently do make nothing for his 


x5 . 
” * 
#1 
IF 
E, . 


Authority and Mefrabſbip. Ican and will 
do as much by his other Miracles; for | 


would not have any one think I am gotten 
to the End of my Tedder, but for ſome 
Reafons beſt known to my ſelf, I publiſh 
theſe Remarks on theſe three firſt, After 
the Clergy have chew*d upon theſe a while, 
Iwill take into Examination ſome others 


of Feſus's Miracles, which for their literal | 
Story are admired by them. As for In- 


ſhance,:: : 


Iwill take to task his Miracle (66) of | 
changing Water into Wine at @ Marriage 
in Cana of Galilee; which was the begin- 


ning of 7eſ1ts*s Miracles, and ſhould by 


right have been firſt ſpoken to; but I am 


(66) John ii, 


almoſt 
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ſpread with Variety of nice 


2 almoſt too grave to handle the Letter of 
this Story as Iought; and if I had treated 
it as ludicrouſly as it deſerves, I don't know 
but at ſetting out, I ſhould have put the 
Clergy quite out of all Temper, I would 
not now for the World be ſo impious and 
prophane, as to believe, with our Divines, 


what is contain'd and imply'd in the Letter 


of this Story. If Apollonius Tyanæus, and 
not Feſus, had been the Author of this 


Miracle, we ſhould often have reproached 


his Memory with it. It is ſaid of Apollo- 
3 nius Tyaneus, that a Table was all on a 


ſudden, at his Command, miraculouſly 
'Difhes for the 


Entertainment of himſelf and his Gueſts: 


2 which Miracle, our Divines can tell him, 
makes not at all ro his Credit, in as much 


28 it was done for the Service and Pleaſure 
of luxurious Appetites. But if Apollbnius 


had done, as our Feſus did at this Wed- 
ing, they would have faid much worſ® 
Jof him; and that, modeſtly ' ſpeaking, he 


delighted to make his Friends thoroughly 


merry, or he would not be at the Pains of 


a Miracle to turn ſo much Water into 


Wine, after they had before toll drank. 


If the Fathers then don't help us out at the - 
myſtical and true Meaning of this Miracle, 


ſuch farther Objections may be form'd a- 


6529 I 
gainſt the os as may make our Divine: 
aſham'd of it. 3 | 
I will alſo take into Examination Jeſurs 89 
Miracle (67) of feeding many Thouſ. and: 
in the Wilderneſs with a few Loaves and 
Fiſbes; which, according to the Letter, is a 
moſt romantick Tale. I don't in the leaſt 
queſtion Feſus's Power to magnify or mul- 
iply the Loaves, and if he pleas d, to me. 
= the Bread: But that many Tor, 
lands of Men, Women, and Children, 
ſhould follow him into the Wilderneſs 
and ſtay with him three Days and Nights 
too, without eating, is a little againſt Senſe 
and Reaſon. Whether the Wilderneſs was 
near to, or far ſrom the People's Habita- 1 
tions, the Difficulties attending the Story 
are equally great. I wonder how Jeſus 
amuſed them all the while, that they had 
the Patience to ſtay with him wirhout 
Food; but I much more wonder, that no 
Victuallers beſides the Lad with his Loaves b 
and Fiſhes, of whom, and his Occupation, 
whether it was that of a Baker or Fiſh 
Monger; and of his Neglect of his Maſter's þ 
Buſineſs, here; and of the Reaſon that he 

met with no. hungry Chapmen for his 
Bread before, we ſhall make ſome En- 
Airy; 75 but ee why! he Or 19 
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bey! Mar, 5 xi. and xv. oc, 
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b (53) 1 
ſay, and no other Victuallers, no other Re- 


talers of Cakes and Gingerbread. followed 


the Camp. In ſhort, for all the imaginary 
Greatneſs of the Miracle (which there is a 
way to reduce and leſſen) of Feſus's feed- 
ing his Thouſands with a few Loaves, there 
muſt be ſome Faſcination or Enchantment 
(condemn'd by the Laws of the Zews as 
well as of other Nations) in the Matter; 
or the People, if they had ſtay*d one Day, 


would not two, much leſs three to faint, 


but would, eſpecially the Women and Chil- 


dren, have been for returning the firſt 


Night home. We muſt then ſeek to the 
Fathers (who ſay the five Books of Moſes 


are the five Barley Loaves, &c. and the 
ſeptiform'd Spirit, the ſeven Loaves, &c.) 
for a good Notion of this Miracle, and if 
they don't make it a Parable ; do what 
our Divines can, it will turn to the Diſho- 
nour of the holy Feſus. . 0 

I will alfo conſider: the Miracle of Feſus's 
(68) curing the Man fick of the Palſy, for 
whom the Roof of the Houſe was broken 
up, to let him down into the Room where 
Jeſus was, becauſe his Bearers could not 
enter in at the Door for the Preſs of the 


People. This literally is ſuch a Rodomon- 
_ Tado, that were Men to ſtretch for a Wa- 


(68) Mark ii. Take v. Nie 
55 ger, 


(MF 
ger, againſt Reaſon and Truth, none could 
out-do it. Where was the Humanity of 
the People, and wherefore did they ſo tu- 
multuate againſt the Door of the Houſe ? 
Its range they had not ſo much Compaſ- 
ſion on the Paralytick, as to give way to 
him: Its more ſtrange that his Bearers 

could get to the Top of the Houſe with 
him and his Bed too, when they could not 
get to the Door, nor the Sides of it: Its 
yet ſtranger, that' the good Man of the 
Houſe would ſuffer his Houſe to be broken 
up, when it could not be long e're the 
Tumult of the People would be appeas d: 
But moſt frange, that Feſus, who could 
drive his Thouſands out of the Temple be- 
fore him, and draw as many after him in- 
to the Wilderneſs, did not, by Force or 
Perſuaſion, make the People to retreat, but 
that ſuch needleſs Trouble and Pains muſt 
be taken for the miraculous Cure of this 
poor Man. Let's think of theſe Things 
againſt the Tune, that out of the Fathers I 
prove this Story to be a Parable. - 
I will alſo take into Conſideration the 
Miracle of Jeſus's curing the (69) blind 
Man, for whom Eye-Salve was made of 
Clay and Spittle ; which Eye-Salve, whe- 
ther it was balſamick or not, does equally 


(69) Fobn ix. RN 
*T affect 
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1 1 | 
affect the Credit of the Miracle, If it was 


naturally medicinal, there's an End of the 
Miracle; and if it was not at all medicinal, 
it was fooliſhly and impertinently apply'd, 
and can be no otherwiſe accounted for, 
than by conſidering it, with the Fathers, 
as à figurative Act in Feſus. . x 

I will alſo take into Conſideration the 


ſeveral Stories of Feſuss raifing of, the 


Dead; and, without queſtioning his actual 
bringing of the Dead to Life again, will 
prove from the Circumſtances of thoſe Sto- 
ries, that they are parabolical, and are not 
literally to be apply'd to the Proof of Feſuus's 
divine Authority and Meſſiahſbip; or, for 
Inſtance, Feſus, when he raiſed Farius's 
(70) Daughter from the Dead, would ne- 
ver have turned the People out of the 
Houſe, who ſhould have been his beſt and 
propereſt Witneſfes. | 
Iwill alſo conſider the Miracle of Jeſus's 


2 (71) curſing the Fig-Tree, for its not bear- 


ing Fruit out of Seaſon ; which, upon the 
bare mention of it, appears to be a fooliſh, 
abſurd, and ridiculous Act, if not figura- 
tive. ; | 
Iwill alſo conſider the (72) Journey of 
the Wiſemen out of the Eaſt, with their (li- 


8 92 og vl (751) Matt, xxi. Mark xi. 


terally) 
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terally) 08 and 8 Preſents of 
Frankincence and Myrrhe, to a new- born 


Babe. If with their Gold, which could be 


but little, they had brought their Dozens 


of Sugar, Soap, and Candles, which would 


have of Uſe to the Child and his poor 
Mother in the Straw, they had acted like 
wiſe as well as good Men. But what, I 


pray, was the ada and Reaſon of a 
Star, like a Will-2-W 5, for their Guide 


to the Place, where the holy Infant lay, 


Could not God, by divine Impulſe, in a 


Viſion or in a Benn as he ordered their 


Return home, have ſent them on this im- 
portant Errand; but that a Star muſt be 
taken or made out of Courſe to this Pur- 


poſe ? I wonder what Communication paſ⸗- 


ſed between theſe Wiſemen and the Star, or 
how they came to know one anothers Uſe 
and Intention. But the Fathers ſhall ſ peak 
hereafter farther to the Senſeleſsneſs of tf this 


Story literally, and make out the Myſtery 
and true Meaning of it. 


I will alſo, by the Leave of our Dj- 
vines, take again into Confideration the 
miraculous Conception of the Virgin Mary, 
and the Reſurrection of Jeſus from the 


Dead. I do believe, if it may ſo pleaſe 
our Divines, that Feſus was born of a 
pure Virgin, and that he aroſe from the 


Dead : But ſpeaking too briefly, in the 


Hoderator, 


J . 
Moderator, to theſe two Miracles, they 
took Offence. I will therefore give them 
a Review, and ſpeak home to them; par- 
> ticularly to Chriſt's Reſurrection, the e- 
vangelical Story of which literally, is fuch 
a Complication of Abſurdities, Incoheren- 
ces, and Contradictions, that unleſs the 
Fathers can help us to a better Under. 
landing of the Evangelifts, than we have 
gat prefent, we muſt of Neceſſity give up 
2 the Belief of it $199 
Z Theſe and many (73) other of the hiſ- 
torical and miraculous Parts of Feſts's 
Life, will I take into Examination, and 
ſhew, that none of them literally do prove 
his divine Authority; ſo far from it, that 
they are full of Abſurdities, Improbabili- 
ties, and Ineredibilities; but that his whole 
Eife in the Fleſh, is but (74) Type, Fi- 
gure, and Parable of his niyſterious and 
ſpiritual Life and Operations in Mankind. 
In the End of this Head, it will be a 
curious and diverting Subject to examine 
the Miracles of Jeſus, as they are literally 
underſtood, by the Notions which our 


(73) Alia quam plurima his ſimilia in Evangeliis in- 
veniet, quicunque attentius legerit. Origen, de Princi- 
7186, lib. iv. | „ 5 # 

(74) Quz Enarratio erit Evangelii ſenſibilis, vifl ac - 
commadetur ad intelligibile & ſpirituale ? Nalla ſane; 

Origen, in Prafat; ad Johan, Tua g. 
] | Divines 


(58) 


Divines have = about Miracles; 


and to ſhe w, that even their Notions com- 4 
pared wich Chriſt's Miracles, are deſtruc- 


tive of his Authority, and ſubverſive of i 


| Chriſtianity. This, I ſay, would be a J 


moſt diverting Undertaking, and it will 
be ſtrange, if ſome Free-Thinker, that loves 
Pleaſure of this kind, does not take, the 
Hint, and ſnatch the Work out of m my ” 
Hands. If I do it my ſelf, I ſhall have e = 
pecial Regard to the Writers againſt the 
Grgunds, without paſſing by Mr. Chand- 
leris. Eſſay on. Miracles; on which the 1 
more Remarks will be made, if it be but 8 
to pay iny Reſpects to the Archbiſbop's 
Judgment, and to ſhew my Admiration at 
thoſe extravagant Praiſes which his Grace 
at Lambeth has beſtowed: on that Author. 3 
Among other his notahle Notions of a Mi: | 
racle (and the Archbiſbop days he has 0 


ſet. the Notion , 4 a Miracle 16h0n 4 clear. 4 


and ſure Foundation). one is, (76) That 4 
Miracles ſbould be Things probable. as well 4 
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as poſſible, that they do not carry along 


Wit) them. the Appearance f Romange A | 


and Fable, which would unavoidably pre- 


judice-Men againſt believing: chem. Kis 5 


(75) See Archbiſhop Wake's Manuſcript Letter ! Mr. 
Chandler. which 75 handed abcut Tong and Commnye eo 7 
(76) Chindler's indication, &c. p. 81. | 
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(359) 


is certainly A good and right Notion of 2 


divine Miracle; and I don doubt, but 


according to it, Mr. Chandlei and the 


Avehbiſhop think, they can juſtify the lite- 


ral. Story of our Saviour's Miracles, againſt 


the Charge of Falle and Romance: But 


whether hey are able to do it or not, I 
7 ſhall go on, id ſome Diſcourſes hereafter 
to be publiſh'd, to prove that our Divinec, 


b «ſoulitis the Letter of Chriſt's Mira- 
«A have deceived themſelves into the 
Belief of the moſt arrant Qui xotiſm that 


can be deviſed and palm'd upon the Un- 
derſtandings of Mankind. I fay, they have 


deceived themſelves; for neither the Fa- 
thers, nor the Apoſtles, nor even Feſus 


F himſelf, meant that his Miracles, as record- 


ed! in the Evangeliſts, ſhould be taken in 
a literal Senſe, but in (7 7) a myſtical, fi- 


gurative, and parabolical one. And this 
Should bring me to the 


III. Head of my Difcourſe : that is, to 


conſider what Feſus means, when he ap- 


peals to his Works and Miracles, as to 2 


5 Witneſs and Teſtimony of his divine Au- 
MF thority ; and to ſhew, that he could not 
9 properly and truly refer to > thoſe ſuppoſed 


(77) Dominus noſter ea quæ faciebat corporaliter, 


etiam ſpiritualiter volebat intelligi, Oc. Auguſt. Serm. 


xcviii. Sed. 3. 
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and Stupidity can be greater, than the Ima- 


to be wrought by him in the Fleſh, but to 
thoſe myſtical ones he would do in the 
Spirit, of which thoſe 3 wrought 


by him in the Flefh, are but Types and 
Shadows. : | 8 


But this Head can't be rightly {ſpoken 3 
to, till I have more amply diſcuſs'd the 


former, which, by God's Leave, I promiſe | 


todo: And if my courteous Readers will 
be ſo kind as to truſt me till that Time, I 
aſſure them to prove, that no Ignorance 


gination that Jeſus really appeal'd to his 
Miracles, ſuppoſed to have been wrought 
by him in the Fleſh, as to a Witneſs and | 

Teſtimony of his divine Authority, and 


- „ 


lsa the mean Time our Divines may 90 3 


on in their own Way, if they think fit, 


and admire Feſis of old, and celebrate his 


Power and Praiſes for healing of bodily 


Diſeaſes, and doing other notable Feats | 
according to the Letter of the evangelical I 


Story; but Jam for the ſpiritual Feſus and 


Meſſiab, who cures the worſe (78) Diſ- 
tempers of the Soul, and does other myſ- | 
terious and moſt miraculous Works, of | 
which, thoſe recorded in the Evangeliſts, 


(78) Quos in corporibus morbos ſaravit Chriſtus, hi y 
in animabus exiſtunt, & ſupernam ejus opem requirunt, | 
Joban. Nepot, Hieroſ. Hom, LXI. 
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are but Figure and Parable. This is the 
primitive and concurrent O 7 about the 
true Meſſiah, which the Fathers univer- 
fally adher'd to. Whether our Feſws, at 
this Day, be ſuch a ſpiritual Maſſiab to 
his Church, or whether ſhe does not ſtand 
jn need of ſuch a one, is the Queſtion that 
our Dzwznes are to {ee to. But I will add 
here, what I believe, and ſhall have ano- 
ther Opportunity to prove, that God on 
purpoſe ſuffer'd or empower'd falſe as well 
as true Prophets, had as well as good Men, 
ſuch as Apollonius, Veſpaſian, and many 


others to cure Diſeaſes, and to do other 


mighty Works, equal to what are literally 
reported of Jeſus, not only to defeat us of 


all diſtinction between true and falſe Mi- 


racles, which are the Object of our bodily 
Senſes, but to raiſe and keep up our 
Thoughts to the Conſtant Contemplation 


of Feſus's ſpiritual, myſterious, and moſt 


miraculous Works, which are the Object 
of our Underſtandings; and loudly beſpeax 
the Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of 
God, and which are to be the abſolute 
Demonſtration of Jeſus's divive Authority 
and Meſſiahſbip to the Converſion of Fews 
and Infidels. 

I have no more to do at preſent, but, 
like a Moderator, to conclude with a ſhort 


Addreſs and Exhortation to Infidel: and 


Apoſtates, 
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Apoſtates, the two contending Partics in 
the preſent Controverſy. And 


*Firſt, To Apo ſtates, I mean i/the Writers 
againſt the Grounds and Scheme, Whether 
you, grave Sire, who account your ſelves 
orthodox Divines, tko there is little but 
Contradiction and Inconſiſtenoy amongſt 
you, do like the Name of Apoſtates which 
is given you, I much queſtion : But it is 
the propereſt, I could think- of, for your 
Deſertion of primitive Doctrine about Pro- 
phecy and Miracles. I could, not impro- 
perly, have given you 2 worſe Title, but! 
Was willing to compliment you rather 
than reproach you with this. 

But ſetting aſide the Title of Apoftater, 
whether it be, in your Opinion, opprobri- 
ous or not; you may plainly” perceive, that 
Jam, Sire, on your Side, as to the Truth 
of Chriſtianity ; and if you'll accept of my 
Aſſiſtance for the Proof of Feſus's Meſfiah- 
ſhip from- Prophecy, upon the Terms of 
the! allegorical Scheme propoſed in my 
Moderator, you ſhall find me your heirty 
Abettor. Upon the allegorical Scheme, I 
don't doubt but we ſhall foundly drub and 
mawl Infidels, and beat them out of the 
Field of Battle. If you, being wedded to 
the literal Scheme, will not accept of my 
Afliſtance, you may go on in your own 


Way, 
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Way, and ſee the Event of the Contro- 
verly, which in the End will turn to 
your Diſhon our. ket 
Lou, Sirs, can't but be ſenſible, how. 
thoſe two great Generals, Mr. Grounds, 
and Mr. Scheme, with their potent Armies 
of Reaſons and Authorities againſt your li- 
teral Prophecies, have grievouſly diſtreſs'd 
and galPd you; and, if you don't make an 
honourable Retreat in Time, and ſeek to 
Allegoriſts for Help, will gain a compleat 
Victory and Triumph over you. 
Inſtead of the Help of Allegoriſts, you, I 


* - 


find, under the Diſappointment of your li- 


teral Scheme, chuſe rather to have Re- 
courſe to Jeſus's Miracles: But what lit- 


| tle Dependance there 18 upon his Miracles, 


in your Senſe, I have in part proved in 
this Diſcourſe; and this I have done (give 
me leave repeatedly to declare it) not for. 
the Service of your -unbelieving Adverſa- 
ries, but to reduce you to the good old 
Way of interpreting Oracles, which, upon 
the Teſtimony of the Fathers, will, one. 
Day, be the Converſion of the Jes and 
Gentiles. 2 x: aa ene 7 1 TENG © 
Whether you, Sire, will be pleas'd with 
this ſhort Diſcourſe on Chriſt's Miracles, 
I much queſtion. But before you put your 
ſelves; into a Rage againſt it, I beg of you 


do read St. Theophilus of Antioch, Origen, 


St. Hilary, 
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St. Hilary, St. Auguſtin, St. Ambroſe, St. 
Jerome, St. Chryſoftom, St. ohn of Feru- 
ſalem, St. Theophila@, and other occaſi- 
onal ancient Pieces on one part or other of 
the Evangeliſts; and you'll find how they 
countenance fuel a Diſcourſe as this on 
Miracles, and. will abundantly afliſt me in 
the profecution of it. 

lee Sirs, that ſome of you will be 

to rave againſt me for this Diſcourſe; 
Gar this is my Comfort, that if your Paſ- 
ſion ſhould ariſe to another Proſecution of 
me, you can t poſſibly ſeparate any of mine 
from the Opinions of the Fathers to ground 
a Profecntion” on: And'what Diſhonour in 
5 End will redown to Proteſtant and pre- 
dedly learned Davines of the Church 
of En 7 = tp to perſecute again the Fac 
thers for primitive Doctrine, 1 defire you- 
to think on. 

But, asI ſuppoſe; you'll have more Wit, 
Sirs, than to proſecute me again for this 
Diſcourſe; ſo Fhope you'll have more In- 
genuity, than odioufly (after your wonted 
manner) to repreſent me to the Populace, 


for Profaneneſs, Blaſphemy, and Infidelity. 


If you diflike the whole, or any part of 
this Diſcourſe, appear like Men and Scho- 
lars, from the Preſs againſt it. Uſe me as 


roughly in print as you think fit, Pll not 


take it in. 
"ESR 


ST os 
i 4 eniam petimus, dabimuſq, viciſſim. 
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l deſire nothing more than to be furiouſly 
attack'd from the Preſs, which, if I am not 
much miſtaken, would give me a long' d for 
Opportunity to expoſe your Ignorance to 
more Advantage. 1 
Be not longer miſtaken, good Sir‚. The 
Hiſtory of Feſus's Life, as recorded in the 
Evangeliſte, is an emblematical Repreſen- 
tation of his ſpiritual Life in the Soul of 
Man; and his Miracles are Figures of his 
myſterious Operations, The four Goſpels 
gare in no Part a literal Story, but a Syſtem 
of myſtical Philoſophy or Theology. 
If you are reſolved not to come into this 

Opinion, I beg of you again, before you 
break forth into a Paſſion, to try to vindi- 
cate the literal Story of the three Miracles 
ſpoken to in this Diſcourſe, vis. thoſe of 
Jeſus'e driving the Buyers and Sellers out 
F the Temple; of bis exorcifing tbe Devil 
hour of the Madman; and of bis Transfigu- 
Fat ion onthe Mount; which if you are able 
to defend againſt the Fathers, and my Ob- 
Hections, FI give up the Cauſe to you, and 
gown my ſelf (what I am far enough from 
being) an impious Infidel and Blaſphemer, 
and deſerving of the worſt Puniſhment. In 
the mean time, I make bold again to aſſert, 
That the literal Story of Chriſt's Life and 
AF K Miracles, 
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Miracles, is an abſurd and incredible Ro- 
mance, full of Contradictions and Incon- | 
ſiſtencies; and that modern Paraphraſes 
are not only à conſequential Reflection on 
the Intelleas of the Evangeliſts, and their 
divine Gifts of the ſpirit, as if they could 
not write an intelligible and coherent Piece 
of Biography without your Help at this F 
Diſtance of Time; but have even darken'd I 
and obſcured the ſeemingly native Simpli- 
city. of the Story of the Life of Feſus. So 
leaving you to chew upon this, Iturn 


1 
8 
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hand 8 


My Addreſs to Infidels, particularly. to 
the two moſt renown'd Writers of the Par- 
ty, Mr. Grounds, and Mr. Scheme. I 
ſhould, Gentlemen, by right, ſalute you 
with the Title of Free-Thinkers, a proper 
Name for your philoſophical Sect, who are 
for the free Exerciſe of your Reaſon about 
divine and ſpeculative Points in Theology. 
And I had diſtinguiſn'd you by this Title 
from your apoſtatical Adverfaries, but that | 
[nad a mind to oblige my old Friends the 
Clergy, in giving you a no more honoura- 
ble Title than I do them. And I truſt you 
will not be offended at the Litle of In- 
dels, ſince not only your Writings ſeem to , 
have a Tendency to Infidelity ; but, if there . 
be any Fault in your Principles, you know: 
how to charge it on your Adverſaries, the 
pretended Advocates for Chriſtianity, whoſe 


fa knw oe 4. was er 


Abſurdities, ; 


(67) 
YAbfardities, filſe Reaſonings, Inconſiſten- 


cies, and fooliſh Gloſſes on the Scriptures, 
have occaſioned your Departure from the 


N | 
ic | FFaith in Chrift 


-| ' Tthank Mr, Scheme for the noble Pre- 


is ſent of his Book, which I received and read 
| ith Pleaſure. But inſtead of one, he 
ſhould have fent me a Dogen for the Uſe 
e Friends and Borrowers, who are very 
curious and importunate for the Peruſal of 
Fit. For what Reaſon he envies the Book- 
il R/ellzrs the publick Sale of his Work, chu- 
Ming rather to give it away gratis, than that 
they ſhould reap any profit by it, I know 
2 not. Surely it is not to bring an Odium 
on the Clergy for Perſecutors, as if ſuch an 
«| uſeful and: philoſophical Piece might not 
appear 2 without Danger from 
them: It fo, I hope the Clergy will re- 
i fent the Indignity, and invite him to a 
Publication of his Book, with a Promiſe 
of Impunity, which would wipe off the 
Reproach, which this clandeſtine Method 
a of diſpoſing of it has caſt on them. 
U once almoſt deſpair'd, Sire, of ſeeing 
ol ſuch another Piece from your Quarter. 1 
© ' was afraid the Proſecution of the Modera- 
ber, would have deterr'd you from the 
Preſs, whereby our excellent Controverſy 
on Foot muſt have been drop*t: Bat the 
tudden and unexpected Appearance of Mr. 
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(68) 1 
Scheme, has revived me, and rejoiced the 
Cockles of my Heart. Go on then, great 
Sire, in this Controverſy, which Mr. 
Ground happily commenc'd ; and if you 
are deny'd the Liberty of the Preſs, and | 
ublick Sale of your 8 I hope you'll, 
Fr all that, as occaſion offers it ſelf, oblige 
the Learned and Curious with ſome more 
of your bright Lucubrations, tho. you print 
them, and diſpoſe of them in this clancular | 
and ſubtil Method. "= | 
. It is not that I wiſh well to your Cauſe | 
of Infidelity, that I thus encourage you. 
You have more Senſe and Reaſon, than to 
ſuſpect me tainted with unbelieving Prin- 
ciples. Chriſtianity will ſtand its Ground 
againſt your battering Armour ; and the 
Church of Chriſt will be the more firmly 
eſtabliſn'd on a Rock of Wiſdom, for that 
Oppoſition you make to it, Tho you will | 
entirely vanquiſh the literal Schemiſts, and | 
ride in Triumph over them, yet other De- 
fenders of the Faith, call'd Allegoriſts, will 
ariſe to your Confutation and final Over- 
throw. _. . 
If I am not miſtaken, Sire, your Adver- 
ſaries, the literal Schemiſts, whom I call | 
Apoſiates, are about making a Retreat, | 
and yeilding the Field of Battle to you, | 
The Biſhop of Lichfield, the greateſt Ge- 
neral on their Side, will not only find it 
=” _ 


and Praiſe for ever and ever. Amen. 
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hard to levy any more Forces in Defence 
of his twelve literal Prophecies ; but he 
knows that, if he draws his Sword any 
more againſt you, he muſt attack too the 
Authority of the Fathers for the allegori- 
cal Interpretation of ſome of thoſe Prophe- 
cies, already urg'd in my Supplements to 
the Moderator ; or, if the Fathers are neg- 
le&ed by him ; they and I, keeping our of 


the Reach of his Bug-Bear, will treat him 


with ſuch familiar Language, as never was 
given to one of his Order. 

Mr, Scheme ſeems to promiſe us a Diſ- 
courſe on the Miracles in the Scriptures; 
J hope he'll be as good as his Word, and 
&er long publiſh it. This diſcourſe of 
mine can't poſlibly ſuperſede his. As I 
queſtionnot but his Thoughts and Remarks 
on Miracles will be very conſiderable; fo 
I ſhall be a little impatient till I ſee them. 
But be his Diſcourſe on Miracles of what 
Kind ſoever, I believe it will hardly be an 
Obſtruction to my Undertaking in Hand, 
which I intend, by God's Leave, to go on 
with, to the Honour of the hol Fils, 
our ſpiritual Mefſiah, to whom 4 
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